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e HARR 0 T ECEE ) (BB TR R PR RO P R A
FEEAYESE /534 (Ekstrom & Eriksson, 2018)  Jacobs (2011, p. 1901)
fE > TRCEG ) BB T B2 B F R o R
BUB NV G Sae Sl B R EE R Z i 2B AV RECE R
TR E 5P R PR 2 R - B(EEF240 Bhatia (2006, p. 176) Frai
By : TR kSR o BERRIE T AR, (JEEEEE 0 2013) BV
73 » Smith (1990, p. 65) 5ttt » fEsCEGH » BUE AN EZHHIT K

"Hik L SLENEERIZEBUEAYIME » FEBEUE AV R EATE)BIEL
RER - HEHIENE  BUASLE SN BLE, R 7 R E il f 2 (&R ]
HERAREAZN - FARH BT -

A BT ARRE - T RCE Y ) REIT RSt
Je 2B A58 (Godler & Reich, 2013, p. 675) » JLHEIEHEHY
I OMER T EEEERE S (Smith, 1990) - WFFEBUGRCEH G VR E
Hef > AT M E A e R BUE A\ YIahaE S A TE) - BTy

P&, (watchdog) IfjEE (Ekstrom & Eriksson, 2018, p. 349) » &
Al —FAEDU L (L (Clayman et al., 2006) -

HATHZE BUARLE GV TR LA R DR RR - Al AR
E -~ ( #1 Banning & Billingsley, 2007; Clayman &
Heritage, 2002b; Clayman et al., 2006; Ekstrom, 2006, 2009; Ekstrom &
Eriksson, 2018; Eriksson, 2011; Eshbaugh-Soha, 2012; Gobeil, 2010; Hualpa,
2012; Smith, 1990; Wu & Zhao, 2016; Wu et al., 2017; Yi & Chang, 2012; Yi,
2016a, 2016b) - BEIAFH¥GEZ - SEEIFR - — KA gE RSB GARA
&1 HFECE GRIER] » —RBUE ANV ERREE S R— A E RIS



CFTREFY - ¥-24H 2026 10

> SR BB BN EDY B » MIEESRIEENARE
e

AN > 2B AR AEORE COVID-19 J&f - B 2020 /-1 H 22 H
FtGZE 2023 &£ 4 F 27 Hil: - FHEE AP IRITEBEED L
& (2% CECC itEg ) @ FRUERMANZEBUGILEENEE
B o HFTE A — BB RS LR RYRR % A TE SR - 50
FAMAAE T B T ¥, (adversarialness ) AR [E] B SEAR G [
RIeEEHA (Heritage & Clayman, 2010) < FFRI7EAEIBAM - 0B GIFE L
—REE g2 - SR R N R B BUMER S EE (R
IS 5 2024 0 HI91) o

A - StEIVERERE - B S O EMBrEE Y —
B AMERREmEERBNTE TR > EEBRASRNEET A

( Eshbaugh-Soha, 2013, p. 561) - (Kt » B T EAAPREERE > PiEac
E[EFE AL Scacco & Wiemer (2019) Pt (YBUARLE &Y ={E H
0 E— fERERAIEE > "TET ) DA R ERLHNTT
X EAESHEEEIDHEAR BT (EARISAMNRESSG - "5
Hy ) EEUE Y NG E M E AR S B2 ERRE
Mt > TaEY, ERIMEd  EBmUEMIACEEEREEN—
T FREERIZR G N BUT B BEB0a ANYra0{e A BH[E E R R
W -

FIZRER - Aguila Sanchez et al. (2021) WIFEEEFEEHT H &L E
AR E R o B R N E s B g E R E B P
B 2 BB - Al E 2inE B B BUEEUARE S » MIEmBIELEE
B E SRR B KO s B B A - M FHEEY - SEPEEFEURTEL
IHASARE S E G AOE K B OB AR - U BB P g g
HEBFTEEEL  DIRGIEZATOERETT o JREN > A8 R B

e 4.
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BN IR PR R - FEER © MIFRE -

$HF CECC L GHVELEIER - BN HATHEA MR HEINTE (R
SR - 2024 5 WOFYE 0 2023) o HEBLZ FIAE D BUARK B G T —

B o fIEGEE — / NE R R B AR D EAYSOR ¢ fIIEEE R
BXA > AR BN Z R B AR B G ENE - TREN
(e tEE ) A E S EfE e Bac e IR (R EA2 (b - LHECEE M
BB R S [y A2 58 5 88 > KEl 2Bl &g Z B g - SR H
CECC L& e HRHMRIE R bt - AHEEHER: - HHEETAE
LR BTk -
AL - AWFEEE 2% Clayman & Heritage (2009) f2H
"RELRILER | (aggressive questioning) SIMTEER > BEANESITE
BFPEE 2020 52 1 H 22 HE 202247 H 17 H > #¢ (PEIRHR) - (B
HHERFER ) Je (M) = RESEHUE B R H BRI EZ 214 S5EHA1T
CECC L&Y - #EIL > AU BABE AT EIER -
SUE 2 i B AU P R SRS R 50 fE = (R - PARCHLEAS [Hl A ~ FIZE(K
)~ FREDIRE R NE EEE 2B R > R EERCE LS A [F R Y
CECC &g » 3G TaIRE -

8~ MRizR

FRIES7EL (Bhatia, 2006; Craig, 2016; Ekstrom & Eriksson, 2018 ) -
B G2 B S N A B OB AP 4 100
(the pre-planned speech ) ~ BUA ANPJBLELEHIRIEIFE: - DUKSSRE - &
o [T AT RRIBUG AYIEECE B ARG 4] -
i SCEMEFEH (Clayman et al, 2006; Craig, 2016; Ekstrom, 2009;
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Eriksson, 2011) -~ BUASCE IR Zind 2402 & HENECEAY)
ATz - NBUE AP EIR M AYECE - TAERMIER ~ [RE R R
[l - WAERMIERT - FItt - U EHFAERME S - BHRATRE2 A BRI
g MiwEREEA —EEE - S8 BTN EERUESEY T
BEFN 458, o Ekstrom & Eriksson (2018, p. 348) 543 @ SCE M EZEL
il - HER G R EE S E G A8 BUAREIFE -

EFEENE  HgBUa LB g E B gNHE L E) - Ak
R B AR E HUERAEZERE - fl e ) B AL E
HUAFERE (Clayman & Heritage, 2002b) - (EAEAEREBUGECEHE
SCEER S IR G SUBRIRY SRR 48 (Eriksson, 2011) - 1£
HEEIFEE G » sl B/ VA EREE (Du & Rendle-Short, 2016; Jiang,
2006; Yi & Chang, 2012 ) - Mfi{EER4E4sCE T T > Ekstrom (2009 ) 2%
AR GRTREFERMAYEE - RS THEMA (') o
By FERERREIECE B -

DUF$HBr AL E S T avaC HHE M B 0 &R (5 - TR R SR
Tl o

— ~ AL E TR RREEA

BRI B RGPV - B ERE —HaLEHIE
SEALED ~ EEE R HBEUE APIHIRE (7 > (EZA0 534 ? Clayman et al.
(2007, p. 26) DIEEAESTECEG HOHEL - B 7V BECHER BRI
Goh o L EGT o FEMES B AR ERRN - LG E RS EEL
{2z - AELLIFEIL T > Clayman et al. ([E.E5[) 885 > s ey
R BT - AR ERCE R REE EE LR - HARZA
EHUAR Z AT E B8 - R E5R - B s AR sC R MR

.6
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FARBERYIESES > 2 HERSEt o > et B RAERET

e

BRI rErascEg Y > LB iefMavEdii: (adversarialness )

oigaEh 4 (aggressiveness) ° Z%{fif Clayman & Heritage (2002b) HY3E
B4R S + 2 Clayman et al. (2006) 2 (& REHIIAT 248 (I
F4F » 2023 5 Banning & Billingsley, 2007; Clayman & Heritage, 2009;
Hualpa, 2012; Zhang & Shoemaker, 2014 ) o K[t » ABFZ2 DL SoEk B
Clayman & Heritage (2002b) #2217 284% - F 7T Clayman et al.
(2006) K Clayman & Heritage (2009) &4 B hA -

E

R Clayman & Heritage (2002b) - ¥R £t & LA NI

1. E&M: (initiative ) ZBRET 3 TEZMRE] - AFE :

(1) EHERTRE - AE—(E3E S (turn) EERE 2 {5 R ST AT
Jeka—F "WIPBRAL , (preliminary statements) - FyfREEE
WIEEE - AEHAE TR )] IR -

(2) FIAREIRAR R [E— R (question cascades) * % HI{&HIHY
A7 L A2 B 2K -

(3) iEfY (follow-up questions) > {H Clayman & Heritage (2002b,
p. 758) FA&y TIBR  WIESECE T AR EAIEE - R
FREGIER  EHER ARG THSHE -

2. H##ME (directness) : B EH - NILEREE/ET - HIit
H AR IS - B0 e (A T 20 T IRE#
M@ (Clayman et al., 2006 ) - fFEiE @ EHE T » Clayman &
Heritage (2002b) f5i - " IREHE | EE B EEBE AT -
R EE ~ FHEEFHEASRTRE - 13 thga a2 IR R EY B AR S 4
ATRURRIER TIREREE - RERGE B 18 - BEUEAY)

‘7.
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AR SR E 5 - Clayman & Heritage 2 73 plRdH » —
e FBUA AYIEERE TBCEFENY T A5 5 EE 4
(other-referencing question frames) - —EIEHEEHHEHCREMEE
B ECEE Y T B RIS EMEZE | (self-referencing
question frames )
3. et (assertiveness) © ARG Efmiy sl FEE %
IR CEEER - MRt =oREH - B
(1) ATEfRIE (preface tilt) : T AIEHATERE S & am BUE
ANVIHIBCER m AR E BB E G A MR - Hit > Clayman &
Heritage (2002b) 5y | fE{badssk T » B2 A yes/no ]
/@ o

(2) 2HEEE (negatively formulated questions ) : [LJEMEEE
DIFSEA “isn’t it” ~ “aren’t you” I, “don’t you think about”
FAH -
4. MUEE Chostility ) = #EF[EUAE AP EHATEE X - RNEET=
(&l FE B P = PEE AR R RN - WA
(1) AifEHCEME (preface hostility) * fERTEATHIRRAILF - F5HEL
BAVIIERSE S - mEE ST A —  (WEEBERAE S
o HESHZHERS  SERBUE AV B CHRITHVHR:
(EBCRETH R L S B R

(2) FEEEERSHUE 1 (global hostility ) © BIIFTHZELfERE B S e 4 -

(3) FREAYME (accountability questions) : ZREUE AVfiEfE
Ry BRAT REBUCRECETATTE) - BRI BUE AT R
AREARTEE » (RBUE AR E CRRE - IWERETHE
Sy By TOREFFRE-JERIRTE | (ahow could you-type question )
Ko U Rt HER-EERIRRE , (a why did you-type question) - Fif
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ERHERE SR -

%% > Clayman et al. (2006, p. 563 ) TiE MBSt B Y 2% |
(aggressive professionalism ) f7jj* 56 = Blam L dliEi T - MEM KEd & ™
IR - b R LMefE T =M - SEBUE AP FRR R EE ]
BRI o &0t - M T B BARR , AR S R TS AR
il o SORFEEVO(EE A T o ) ok TP, o 2 1% 0 Clayman &
Heritage (2009) 5 HIS@ZARHRRI M 28 (2R 1) - BRTIRFF " it
M HATE o SR TG mEey TERRERRE  FEEE TR
BORTFREM = (1) FEME -~ (2) BE#ME - (3) fRagtE - (4) i
M~ (5) BT - FIZEBRERMER > EREEEHENE -

3 1 : Clayman & Heritage BI58Z2 8RR ST Rk

mHE R TEF e
FEM: YErRRa RIRERTA PR AL 0 48 /1 AT Al

ZEEE —(EdEwmes) 2 (HEE 0 BB 1 ZEHEE
el Fl—ScEZRIEMZEE 0 ER, 1 HiEM
HIFME 2EREE B2 EFERRE I EE 0 EEZR 1 Can you, /2 Will you

ftir A JfH
WEY fEREEMERAENEEESIE 0 MEESE 1 T wonder, /2 I'd like to
= 54 ask /3 Can,“May I ask
Bt A mR ATElwT T2, 3TE 0 fERTS 1 HzanEiE 2 H2
HEAF]
A Isn’tit...?/ Couldn’t you...? 04 1 HAmEMNRE
WP RSP MR RS 0 fE¥HRATS /1 MENS RS
2 THERHVEDURTS
RS RS E A 0 4% 1 HREFSEDT
EE
HE SRS =EKETEECRENIRE 0 MR IR, 1 Why did you,2
il How could you

BERIAE ¢ “Question design as a comparative and historical window into president-press
relations (p. 304),” by S. Clayman & J. Heritage, 2009, Talk in interaction:
Comparative dimensions, Finnish Literature Society.
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= BT RS MBS T B

SEEEN B EEGEEEN AR > NMEgEREL
(Clayman et al., 2006; Clayman & Heritage, 2009; Clayman et al., 2010;
Heritage & Clayman, 2010; Wu et al., 2017, Wu & Zhang, 2018 ) - )55
XALEE R - BRISRER > Eriksson (2011) S3#fr¥iil 2009 FEIFECHE
BTG BEUE A Y MR R R A ~ B8R 58%%  RER
EERFE UL - Ml RE TR SR - > L YR E R
SRR BUR - s EE B AR EN > BB A RESTTA
B o HEZR Eriksson 3 BN 58ER1&#E - AIREIBESCE SC AR -
B EEGH > BUNECEGRRIBIEER - SHEE NG AREER -
RSO AR " ERGE A, (the devil’s advocate role) [YEET] -
F= 0 ERIFSLEER > SCEAL T BUNE BRI - & TESS
ZoHTHE 0 BUHE AR AR A BRTR M At Lk B M4 R -

IE4h > Gobeil (2010) {#FH Clayman et al. (2006) f&H T fs
> BFEE 2002 £F 6 H £ 2009 4F 6 HH - SEEJ4R4R f A ERAHEE(E A G0
Fragdk 53 55 0 2,417 {ERE o AR L EREAG IR FR IR H B S fE Y58
BRIERR » A —RTHRI B By T %S (attack dog) FHZE -
ST - EESEEEGE SRS BUR A s - (BECE G T - 5REAl
REAFRHENER - Rl EiRMHEEOEENEE - EHEE - EF1E
Y/ > Gobeil f5HY » BEZATL - SERHER B (E FSLSL - {EHREIRYERR LA
5 (8 AT RE EH T HIER R 5B A R AR ST R A
] o

TEHAFERAAERESNBUGLE Y - B L RIREEES KX

<10«
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BB REU SRR - IR EBUASCE E A B > Sun (2010) A
Clayman & Heritage (2002b) HY/3HT28% - 658 10 $5H P LSS e
WA EBIGLE Y - TR L Sun T LAMEIE ¢ (1) RipHIEE
TR ERA R E A - TR, R T ATSEE £
Bl B g A EE - B MIBR  (2) 1B S B B W E S
B Rl T EEEN I A T BEEREEERM ,  (target-oriented
questioning )  EF5LASE HEREFEAY T RRTE » FIA1 5 e i
ESEHEZahE E AR ) o DURAE TEREM ) mEA T EER
7], (question tilt) 5 (3) “would you” FHEER SR "IRg , - Wik
FerlFe - Wik > BrIFmhasE TE, > SRISEIRRAERB
(4) % TiEM , ER AP EAM R E B NS M -

(R AT E& AT HTHEHE > Sun (2010) BZEECE & F o EELSN
BiEC B IRMAVRTE - Ebt9es © (1) fEEEMW - B EEE
TGRS o HSNEECE B thElER R EIECE  (2) EE#E
b SNEELEFE AR TS E CRIME o FIDL T BB
) EPHEM - WINZEEIEEEES T R EECEEHES TS AR
MIRE, - ifH > MG EL PG EEHES " B ME,
(3) fEfENE B S EECE L B EC E R M e R - H 2 8REL
"MERE L o KRES AT Te R g, Ak (4) EECEE
F > Sun HYSITERE A IR T RO RERE SO K TEREARE, 0 B
RSN E IR - H - #F 3 EhEEIEREMERE 2 & mE
i HAAHEECERMRE SIS -

5345 > Du & Rendle-Short (2016, p. 53) TH3%H 1998 Z 2014 4ERT »
16 HFHE AN REUAHI & ( Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference ) FCEF & » HHEIELHMEH G E IRV E - Du & Rendle-
Short [EBEFR IS (E ZEHFE - Bk Clayman etal. (2006 ) FHE TSN

11
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T (1) ARG EEER#E » B TR - AR AT FApR R
REAY R SR B IR TABR R TR WIEEERE  (2)
NSRS LS T BEilta R | (declarative questions ) - ZEFERH
AMIERRR - Bokr S —E TP L 5 (3) BN TEEE, |
Y TS E ORI EERE o MM AR TRET L (A0 T HkEE
(Canl/May 1) ;) bk "EE , (401 "FHAER (I'd like to ask/ I want to
ask) | ) WEBUIEE S - FEF > GIAP SR EN "F F - m
Zhang & Shoemaker (2014, p. 114) s2AMBEFIIA "5 FEAENE
B TRIRRIR > Bt T E R mE e o hn—E DL TR REHEE
AUFERE - JREIARGER 38R Rl T ERE, -

Du & Rendle-Short (2016, p. 53 ) &AM H TRV E PR S
PHEEE - AWE R EEmE - SRERME - Bl e RISt
AHIRSE b - SR - SN H RS R A BUAE SRy 1 - I
TERTRERTHE R A A SRR BRI - BRGS0 PR B Y yes/no
MRE o sPEIECE A NEEC B AN (deference) » M50 FsiE T RE IR
PR SALSEFETIEE - DU R EBUS S BN A B BB UE - Be S
Z > PEBUGECE G EL Jiang (2006, p. 241) B EISMCERECE & AT
B IMEFHBUNEERE RS T M WEEFY] > 80 HIRT
Erear - NIECHE BRI B (question reformulations ) FYER S

I
=

=~ AL R e R

i A e B S TRIEE - B EtEIR Zai & eIy LR EE -
ST AFERFEEZER - &5EZ5#EHE347E (Clayman & Heritage,

c12.
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2002a, pp. 196-102) - [fiH > L EREAN S E N E G EEME -
L BEZR TSRELAUERRS ) T RMER IR S AERCeR BT 0 BB
fRMAVERS T HIEa SRR - (HANTER R - FERA ASCERMIIIAE
EAF ST > J7REVIE CECC sl GIVRFRIGET -

(=) X RE PRI i

HAB N BUGs B g S - 50& MBI RERYIH 72 e 45 7T 8L - Smith
(1990) feaBEirs A ERAEAR A B S ETHEAI I TIATT - ZEERH
HGHIERE > "R EAETER T RE AR RN (p.
93) - Smith $5H - PRI ERMAYE ¢ T B N EEF R A
g R D e ERARMTY chig % o (p. 107) A > & Hualpa
(2012,p.33) #tt5¥ Smith HELEHFEN P FERENEE "S-
g Clayman % \[ElGE & TPz, B - B20Z0S Smith HEE LIHE

"R ) E R lE AR -
Smith (1990, pp. 94-107 ) FFEEAE4RELETHYGLETRR » RFRA
[EIFYE 2 Rl DU
1 BEERIRE (oK —ERBEN B IBRAL ) © S 4as B Ry ae
S - FRANGERE A ey — R REUA S SR - T I ERR R AR AR Y
ARG BRI TED
2. —EUMERTRE (FOREA—EUMERVAE R 28 ) BURGEGIDIEEC
BEATEEE ST A AR - fl0 0 T IR SRR R Y =
BE?
3. BEURMT AR (FOREBCRETEIMEAL ) © R A
FPEJEE | K T fa[% | BAUE (what and when questions ) > H 5[
A H BRI TN ARG

.13 .
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4. RoBH T ECskM AR (FREBORSATEIRAL) - AR
WL TR EER - (HEIDIEEER AR AR E ORI - (£
HAERAH H O S A H SR RERITEN -

SAEFAISHIME (il B EHENBLRZRSSAER) © IE
FIREEECE By T REH CEHEIIDSIMEE - FrUORE I HFE - 50
HE MRl B 2o - AERERE

6. ZUEBRMEHIRTRE (SOREINEMEE) - WEME - TTEEE T —
BEOMERTRE ) B0 T RECsr AR, o ERER (tone) R[E o IR
RIECEESTamAvaRE LA (6 AR - 1 58 R s ain iR o8 =88
o AT TEFIDSRE -

7.6 (SORMIZECEE ZATHTEZ) © Smith 585y - HASHEA]
—(EFEREREELER - 4 2EH > SEsEREE - Ml FIER
— 2 -

AR - Jiang (2006) 3HEE#ess ~ BT EY > Ml aEg TR
HUERAVREE - MRDDAE R & oy peVUs © T RIVARS &R, ~ T EORE
Ao TEOREERS ) K T EOREVER o MR EGR SR R E
o SEREMHEEE TR E R T RINEREN - LA Jiang 15
o ERECEE T - 50F TR ) BT EDREEY ) AREBE SN
TEECEY - EREBELER BBV AN EIE N AERE - FT AR E
ZEEN > e H CH AR L - BETEEEE T > SEr e
FAIRZHEE TR TEREE | BT EORERY ) R SRR ER R
BUSHkEZ Y T EORE R ) IRE - $HEE - Jiang $REE - T EK
afam ) MEREZRN TER, Wk TEE ) EEZIE T LR
A B e HE s gi g ey > 158 — B ER - AlBHYE > Du &
Rendle-Short (2016) &3 - &8 BIRC HAERCH & F & R Bl

<14 -
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e ESCN ENEREE R > T EMERREES AR E BOVATE
(unfavorable prefaces) - {HAIZHRE B0VF R > MIFRFZ S HFHE yes/
no i) > [HIEUE AR -

2D paieg feme g AN L LR

Aguila Sanchez et al. (2021) W52 EFBUGAYE HIEELE S »
WEEHE20204E2 H 29 HE 4 A 20 H - RNEERA N EEBEE DEHE
HIURIERS B » 3= 51 BEdEs - Ba 738 (R - Hifsrsss - il &
MASERZLRBNEEEENE (56%) » EREERK

(243%) -~ FHEEERZE (191%) -~ FERFFE (183%) ~ BURH
ES (14%) -~ EEREREsSHE (92%) > DURERZE (47%) - &
o SRR R TR SOBIR R | BIEERT (74.3%) EANE T
PEEZ (25.7%) 5 Tk EARESSME | BIEEBI AR RTEE ZFSEE (72.1%) K
E—PEEL (27.9%) - MH - OB R T REZ AR B S 0 -

[E4N > Aguila Sanchez et al. (2021 ) &I AH ALK " EUEHE
%, WHEERAEENEER - MH - mEAwmEE A EREERES
BVUECE R T BUGELIEY; , o M T ERSEr ) MERIEE R Eg
A 24 /NEFRAERVEME - EEAVRTE - DU B A R Y R
b BEA R E =RAIERE -

TEEE - BOFYT (2023) 82020 4 1 H 22 HE 2022410 H 12 H
RS =G E » &k 4 78 84 REcHE g » 3 1,827 {EfERT - 5T
BIAR TR Fy - B htid T ERlEpt 2 (35.1%) ~ BINREREGYE 2

(10.7%) ~ iz EEBRAEAE (72%) - BERIEEEEAS (62%)
KB (5.9% ) - #im » B2 F i Aguila Sanchez et al.
(2021) 7T - FRHSEIRFESR - 353 T BUN AR E BB (TS

.15 .



CFTREFY - ¥-24H 2026 10

EZRGEERA (51%) » HRTHI R " RARE - #REET

(22%) ~ "t EEREETITE - EREEEERE L (154%) - T
EHERER ) (62%) ~ T AMALRYEEME, (27%) B T3EE -
EVEEmaE(t, (2.6%) -

S3h  WOFHE (2023) T BUNEIRE R (RS, B TR
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Journalism as a Watchdog during the Pandemic:
Analysis of Journalistic Aggressiveness at
Taiwan’s CECC COVID-19 News Conferences

Chin-Chih Chiang”
ABSTRACT

Press conferences have been regarded by governments as a key
mechanism for communicating policies to the public ever since the 20"
century. They also function as an institutionalized forum through which
journalists hold political actors accountable by questioning them about their
actions and policies. During the COVID-19 pandemic in particular, official
press conferences not only provided an effective channel for authorities to
communicate directly with the public, but also enabled journalists to ask
government employees questions on behalf of the public, thereby taking on a
watchdog role of the news media. These press conferences provide a valuable
opportunity for researchers to examine the relationship between the
government and the press and to analyze how journalists shift between
competing professional norms of objectivity and adversarialness.

To explore how journalists in Taiwan fulfilled their watchdog role during
daily Central Epidemic Command Center (CECC) press conferences across
different phases of the pandemic, this research adopts the aggressive
questioning framework of Clayman and Heritage (2009). Building on a
literature review, it further modifies the framework in light of Mandarin

Chinese’s linguistic characteristics and the institutional context of CECC press

*

Chin-Chih Chiang is Professor in the Department of Journalism at National Chengchi
University. e-mail: morecc@nccu.edu.tw.
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conferences in Taiwan. Employing content analysis to examine journalists’ use

of aggressive questioning strategies and their levels of intensity, this study also

incorporates variables including source attribution in journalists’ questions,

delegated

questions, question functions, and topics. Based on these

dimensions, six research questions are proposed as follows.

RQI:

RQ2:

RQ3:

RQ4:

RQ5:

RQ6:

Are there significant differences among the dimensions of
journalists’ aggressive questioning?

Are there significant differences in journalists’ aggressive
questioning and its dimensions across different phases of the
pandemic?

What is the distribution of delegated questions across different
phases of the pandemic? Are there significant differences in
journalists’ aggressive questioning between delegated and non-
delegated questions?

Are there significant differences in journalists’ aggressive
questioning and its dimensions across different question functions?
Are there significant differences in journalists’ aggressive
questioning and its dimensions between questions with and without
source attribution? Is there a significant relationship between the
level of source attribution and journalists’ aggressive questioning?
What is the distribution of question topics across different phases

of the pandemic?

This study collects data from a total of 214 daily CECC press conferences
held between January 22, 2020 and July 17, 2022 that were selected by

Taiwan’s three major newspapers as sources for the following day’s front-page

news articles. This enables the analysis to target journalists’ questions

exhibiting significant newsworthiness.

For RQI1, correlation analysis reveals that initiative significantly and

positively correlates with assertiveness and adversarialness, and that directness
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significantly and positively correlates with assertiveness. Assertiveness
positively correlates with adversarialness, whereas directness negatively
correlates with both initiative and adversarialness.

For RQ2, one-way ANOVA results indicate significant differences in
aggressive questioning across pandemic phases. The level of aggressive
questioning during the “initial daily news conference” period and the “weekly
press conference” period is below average, but above average during the
“Level 3 alert”, “Level 2 alert”, and “relaxed restrictions” periods. Further
analysis of the four dimensions of aggressive questioning shows that initiative
is below the overall mean during the “Level 2 alert” period, but slightly above
the overall mean during the “Level 3 alert” period. Both directness and
assertiveness are above the overall mean during the “Level 2 alert” and “Level
3 alert” periods, however, directness is below the overall mean during the
“weekly press conference” period, whereas assertiveness shows the opposite
pattern. During the “relaxed restrictions” period, both those two dimensions
decline more sharply than aggressive questioning. Finally, adversarialness is
above the overall mean during the “weekly press conference” period and below
the overall mean during the “Level 2 alert” and “Level 3 alert” periods. In
contrast to the other three dimensions, it increases sharply during the “relaxed
restrictions” period and is above the overall mean.

For RQ3, among the 540 delegated questions analyzed, only two occurred
during the “initial daily news conference” period and none were observed

3

during the “weekly press conference” period. However, the proportion of
delegated questions increased to 23.5% during the “Level 2 alert” period and
54.3% during the “Level 3 alert” period. Even during the “relaxed restrictions”
period, the proportion remained at 21.9% of delegated questions. The level of
aggressive questioning differs significantly between delegated and non-
delegated questions, with the former exhibiting above-average levels and the

latter showing below-average levels.
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For RQ4, significant differences appear in aggressive questioning across
question functions. “Requests for attitude statements” exhibit the highest level
of aggressive questioning, followed by “requests for evaluation or comments”,
whereas the other three functions are below the overall mean. The four
dimensions of aggressive questioning differ significantly across question
functions. “Requests for attitude statements™ are above the overall mean in all
four dimensions. “Requests for evaluation or comments” are below the overall
mean only in adversarialness. Both “requests for new or specific information”
and “requests for confirmation or clarification” are below the overall mean
across all four dimensions. By contrast, “requests for suggestions” are below
the overall mean in directness and adversarialness, but above the overall mean
in initiative and assertiveness.

For RQS5, significant differences are in aggressive questioning between
questions with and without source attribution. Questions with source
attribution exhibit above-average levels, whereas those without source
attribution are slightly below the overall mean. Across the four dimensions,
initiative, assertiveness, and adversarialness are significantly higher in
questions with source attribution than in those without it, whereas directness is
higher in questions without source attribution than in those with it. The number
of source attributions significantly and positively correlate with both
aggressive questioning and three of its dimensions (initiative, assertiveness,
and adversarialness). By contrast, that number significantly and negatively
correlates with directness, indicating that questions with fewer source
attributions tend to be more direct, as reflected in the use of direct questions
and the absence of politeness markers.

For RQ6, the question topics consist mainly of “pandemic control
measures”, “pandemic policies”, “domestic COVID-19 situation”, “COVID-
19 cases”, and “pandemic politics”. “Pandemic policies”, including policy

formulation, substance, and change, constitute one of the main focuses of
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journalists’ questions during the “initial daily news conference” period as well
as the “Level 2 alert” and “Level 3 alert” periods. “Pandemic politics” appears

more frequently during the “weekly press conference” period.

Keywords: content analysis, COVID-19 news conference, journalistic

questions, aggressive questioning, adversarialness
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