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HADERE BB G Acnif BH k4T il fe - e
HUEEA G ZfE e B - ﬁ*%ﬁ‘%ﬁ%ngv%$MMb
%W%ﬁo‘:ﬁ’%wviﬁﬁﬁ%‘mﬁﬁm’E@ﬁ*
E AR FEAFRRE TR G S RE
L frE LT AT A EHE KA RGO 4R o

FreElEr e mred REFFFREEA D
FEAR - B FRERE RS PRk RA Y §FEEEM
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= - MR BRI 7GR

MBS > AR E AR T B S N FB, - SR LhE
LR S P an5T © BB S [T B AR ¢ TRt
SR FEAVE R UGREOA ~ MAEVUIRAYEEE - S5k A RAvfE
B - 280 > VBT - RS A 2 BBV E FIRY RS - S EIHRE
BERGAE SRR T S E EHIE - S LARTE R AR E B AR - ERE B
ERRC BRI A SE -

BRI E - R NBHEEAYIERE (morality ) 37 -
RITE AL 2 AT AR A SR - il i 8 AV i DL KBy AR 1
LT PRE - R B TEPRE - RIS R A B AR — AR -

FecE B R kB E R A - B E B E MY E R (moral
dilemmas) - AJGEIELAS - BIESCRE - B - EHUEEE > giziES
IRV B G - B EERIEEEHIVRR o MBI
B EEF e R BRI FRAGNIR - WAERERERK ~ 8
7 BREZFREERT TREF, - R/ TLEF  TREETS
TERGEERE | EOREESEE A ANER - DUEEH CAvA s ? S RIEGERS
BRI L BT EE 2 2 BRI - #— PR R A L T e

Vg RS =R E 25 E e (International Game Developer Association,
IGDA) HiF ghEkfigfl2 & & ( Academy of Interactive Arts & Sciences, AIAS) [H]3E
KA E s P B %5 > sk E Brief for Amici Curiae International Game
Developers Assn’ and Academy of Interactive Arts and Sciences in Support of
Respondent at Brown v. Entertainment Merchants Assn’, 564 U. S. §08-1448 (2011) 2010
WL 3641066.

2 IEE K 2014 ST EUEEL S/ FRAVERF: (ThisWarof Mine) 1 - iSKiiEEL
DL 1992 £ 1995 £EAY)z T-fEnnfl 3 Ryer 5 PLEF AR 20 B ASET ~ 200 EA
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FEAVEEE

ASEBIEE NI AL SE - PRRBITE AL AP A i R (I
PR AR A AR B R L S A - BFFEi o R W (B (= 7T - 15
TERITE NV ETEE (EIR] > WP B G R BT ARV E R - 8
SERITE N EVEERARE SR ? B > BRI EEEE K
RITE AT TIEE 2 SRR &R UEBE‘:%U“ ? AR EE AR
SRR > TREAT SR A <2 8 H VB 8K A8 M FE e B [ M 22
BT BT NI T Ry ~ KCBRELEETRS -

ASCHITFEHHY - AR IR RTE A AE (6 F ARG A S A B Eh R -
RGETEEARHINE - E R - ASRBUEEut LB SR B AR
51 - SR oA IR BIRES o Al N — R R G2 - ATA]
DU L R R AN MERFE > B AR - (It - IREERIEE AHYE
TERCEDPRH i ] DAE 2R I ST S S 1T > IR R Lg ie 1  A T A A
BG N A A B G 2E -

TEMWIFEHRIZ T » A ERSHIHZERE » AT RA) R Wa(E -

FER7ERRE - RIS BENVEEIER - SRS
HYBETRHIAE R RE AR ] > AR SR i BRI TS N BT RE I R AW
L 7 WL RGN o w] DU AR RS A KA A AR 1) 2 A BB A (b 2
ML EG N A S il S RIEE NV ETEE HI%E -

F (AT - SRR B EEE R AR AR - B
BEP A RS RITE ARTETER - FRE ARG i i B wr E (IR

REERS ¢ 1995 4 > EHFRE TR - Kt cons - B 2m
FRREHED o PEAFEKHI MBI AEEk N =] 11bitStudio BYF - S ARZEANHBHEE
DA ERAVEBURL 3% > P8P RAVETSE » SR K R AR S hige B R DAMER 42
o WELEARAER TAETF ) o MIPEGEFRT] -
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ERHI R EERTZE - $RIE > AR IR RITE A EBUE Han il s a (e n]
BERHUAITT Fooiil o BIRE AAEMAEIRN T & 2B ETETR R - BEOHE
BEAS 2 AE(TREIR T S AR BT - MEENRNE ? BRTEA
T S AR PSR ARG (R 5 3 - R AR (BT S TR

&~ MBI

EE - BT I BT RAVRI RS - (EATE) - B8 - ARENEDL
BRI ZR&EHIET » g - A DU B M e A E s i s Uy
B LT AT BE T AL AR - BEEIAOETEENERS - fEEE
JEiH - EFER LU FHYBER (social policies) - ¥t & g5 84#E
HISCHE% -

FrE B4 A MI(E B AR - 77 fill 2 e on 5 B B A%
5 o BATYINERE © (1) o/ Fra NGB DLANE S LA

(2) B > 2RFEVAFFEREAEEERE F 5 (3) A FEA
#HESF ; (4) JRES - BEENGOEREISCHIET - 12 BBy
#iA1] (Tsang, 2002) -

ANPE R fEREEhM: (moral agency) YERS » 7] LUE# B F S EIHE

fill o RFETEHIRE R R EETE) o (BRI T BEE
(moral self) FERERATEAHNIFH G ZT » AIEEEEH CHTT R

DURRRATETH B TEARSS - B TRARIR AL IRy iE A B A ik L I » —
i s AFIE R R FOETERENTT R > WREETAESIHER

BASEEERL (Bandura, 2002) -
BB ERR AR (0 TEE | #ER AR BRERDE R
TRZEENEE) - AMgsHbETEET BIIRE - REFRSE > A
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TMETEETR B OEELLHEE - AEERES » AMBEIES
FrZBTERES YT RE S & SBTEAI T By » (BAE L H DL RIS FIEE
s R AL (desensitization) 37 iEREAYFE (Tsang, 2002) o

Ry 7 #E— PR B TE AAE R FIGERCH m] Ae Al S iy AERRAR R > A [H]
A T A B AR S E R - RS L - AR AR Bl
T e T S A R SRR -

— ~ TESREEIRE A

MBS BR S S LETEE RS - BRI Z 2 EEER D
R o B ORISR E S BN EETR R R BN
REBEGEMANZENIT /Y " @iz (overt depiction ) |

(Smith etal., 1998) - [ AIREE/EHAGR IANEF - HHINEZEIX
2 A& (Bushman & Anderson, 2002) - & HAFAE & & p AFTETA T
FUYARZE (Williams, 2006 ) - HAhH5 SO E RAVEE - AIRR G 5%
71 EEERRTEA TR SR EREM , (Jansz, 2005) - 1R
gt i > BHEIFE ATRERNLE T BRI ER
AEAYJTZ (Royse et al., 2007) - 2B MEREERAVEZ —IR (Jansz,
2005) -

B 5 > Brde (play) BAT/E (work) - ZAAHEMEAITT AR
B o FHEERREE - REe - HIVERELIE - ST EST R AS
EANTEWIRAIAE (Castronova, 2005; Juul, 2005; Kerr, 2006; Salen &
Zimmerman, 2004) - EAYIREITT R - BIEGEOHE » &I DI K2

TRk #ils 0 M2 B HEEE TAYEFRTT A (voluntary behavior,
Rojek, 2005) : LA FZE HY ~ IBRIT AR RZERTTR
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RENEAREEN W - BASERVANEEE - 1[5 Huizinga (1949)
FTE Z IEEREEE -

BEE B T BN MR A E 2R » B e B Er ATk -
TR ER - BN TS - B IS E R LAV AG5 e, » Hr
TREVERE S ERYETEN TRE ) EANHELEHAA] > EAMEAS—
&l FF PRI - BITER BT RAYZER -

BRRE T LV A ERR] 0 v AR~ HiHh  BUR D
A o PRV A ALFE N AFE RS vEBHE LR
RER B Y R o T BREF LS E AR
e Mz (license) | » "7 FIEZ B G ¥ - AR
FiEo Fli e PR f3mreq ¢ (Daniels, 1995, p. 217) -

HHR B RS R R AR - B S DR T B8 H S

&%ﬁ OB EREN R ET R > BlmeE - ek - RITEE

» ER AT AR IR B 22 [ A e - Fiske (1987) M&KHaH » SLASHE

E%%A@ﬁ@%ﬂﬁg%m‘m#‘hﬁ<mw>%%ﬁ:%%kﬁ

KRS - g A A A AT R TP, (jouissance) >
PO NPTk Firt SRRy & -

[EREHE - FE RSB A S PRE - BRIEAAREZ TR

P BEEZ s TERRERL A B RAE TIUBKEEE AR BT Ry ERTEALS

DUEGZ 2595 ~ R ~ RS AR BE Bl AR IR RN o DLz e

TIE R RLERE 2R URAE SR ~ RSO T R IR, - 5

3 DG 2009 FFEE ~ AT AN AR 48 Facebook A/ Nk Be UV EEES B 5] > T 44775 -
F PR HEGEIEY) ) B e T ElIE AT - EREE ) TR 2
TEFERA T, -
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AIEFRIIMEREL - FEIRGUEA — (BB % e - L%
> REEE R  RREEAETASES - MR ZBEBTE R
KI5 4EREER (Jansz, 2005) °

FHE Y E REA B A RS - SEREA - EHEEEA - &
RRIEEA ~ SEERIEE S - B EEHY A BME: Cinteractivity ) {EF5(F Fy
Rl N BL A R 099 ASCARRIRES ) » IR R Y HE R AR 2R A
HETTEERRBISEL » ARG LIMEAE (Salen & Zimmerman, 2004) - A
BT S ERE S - HAT SRS R SR A TR (cybernetic) -
N ERES G R — RS HY B A (cyborg ) - 75 Z2He R B 4 3 A AH 172
J& > GRS > iERETEMNIURIEL (immerse) #5E (Dovey & Kennedy,
2006) -

EENHRE T H - EEY - B NREERE L R
RESS 5 R T AR B - 0 1920 FRMBEESEEHNEZ AR
FEEIAERIAFCEL 1960 FAERBERZENINIEZEEHNERFEIA
BHR AR RCR © BB BIE A - TR T R Y S DR R =
HEE - BRI L

PRI > ABHFTLAE IR Bt s 5 - EfTRIFE A B Skt
W - IEAEIRVE L AAENER - ERBUNREENE > RBEEAT
B NS BUORIRZ SRS - BRI R B I RTE AR -

o~ EEEEL
EfEEH L (moral rationalization) - Z¥5& AP N ESGETET
Rl FERGIELNEENTR - Wi - EESEIER - R AM

&
A BT RAVGE(EARE (Tsang, 2002) - HIt - FIHEREEHE

.52 .
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BN > ETEA BEREIEA] - B0AGR - AR PR ES
HEIESFHETER - AP R —EILENEEEA R RE A BEA
BB A PRI EEE - x%ﬁd‘é i E HEE - MHBIEFHIRIEA ik
RN EEN - MFZ - EEEAES - B —EEAEE - ZERD
ETEFA R -

TERPENERNZR T - EREEEEE E R BAMEAE
EFAIBITAYRRS - LERBRBENNS - ERALEE - T BRRE
AREVEEA , B T FENERE ) o FIRENEEEIE ? SRR
A B ARVETEE GREGRE) EZEERRAER (oG e
k) HIBKER o EEG - B RN Eab T B fE R AT Bl - Bk
AR ~ 4ERETEE R - B R ETIRAVIREET - REEEAIRAE
55 R AN AR ML DA B 4R R BT - A LB mE < (B2 > A
FAT R EARUERS - LRI FRA BRI A&7k - MaTpEasEsE
E R ETERIRAT Ry B EARBE DR A B R -

£ Tsang (2002) HySZEEH @ TRPEIBHREZ ) ZREEZE » GiF
8 OB T REAERA M - FBE LA ESE CNT K2 ERBEREIR
All - SR N R EHEH © IR{EEHE (obedience to authority) ~ f e}
v ( the effect of roles ) -~ 2= {# #&{L ( deindividuation ) -~ & AL

(routinization ) =fth A AYHEFT/E B (the inaction of others) -

HPETEANS - HRSNELEE Tsang (2002) EfE&H EE
AIVEHEAE - BIEAEHEAEE - RERA - S - EHL
Vo BEBEESEREER] - 282 AEER A Z [ B8 T Ry 8l
tEEFSEL o (HZ - (ERE 4SS ARG LAVEAS NSNS - BITE A (i
ARG SOREIRIRGE 2 T - BEEER - B aysE - BT AR

AERAETRF AT Ry o LR WO ~ MURECHHIE T - BEERS A
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BUETEH R B RERYE A - (22 jzm*iﬁﬁrriﬁ(ﬁuﬁéﬁéflwi
GHALT RIT R (HSRIEE A BT o0 A Ml 4% 8 2 B R [
TEREEFAERZESE ) ARG - ETEESEL -

TEASCES > T8 TSR RS RETEAN TE
fEr o FEREE AR N AT - B ERES E R R - R
NIEAREEREE N AER R - WA &R [EREEREER > Rt BFEEE
B —{ESASCA - BITE BRI ORISR E - FEENRINE > B
P52 HAE N AEHE » Rl R BN @RS~ REEEERT
BUR > o] DUtk B R AR AR B i R e aAE RS RN RER
FJITRCENEERVER - TTREY ERHEREEE > SEZAAEIE - 1
B TEE S TR AR -

PR R A S Fra iR Y — (B ST R - B A B R B -
¥ 2 TS S i E R SRS NG - BITE AV E (ERTE (TR
AR N S TRIE ? K T — PR B E R BNV ) - ARSI A ETE
FEAEFR R (moral foundations theory ) HYZETRMHRA] » LAE Ry o AfiESR -

E. > ﬁim%%fﬁgﬁ

RS - JRE N FEEOEEESZ ). Haidt 82 C. Joseph A 1EE
HEAVHFE - Bz F Haidt & Joseph (2004 ) DAMREE{E RyLhigy » {53
(LA T EfENEE - (HEREANE ~ &~ & ~ i - S5 78 & Ery A
Wegs - EfEME R - AMEABEESRIEZS A E S HEE
SRERRYELERE - #510 » Haidt & Joseph (2008 ) 7317 818 ALBREE sy TL{EE
1%@@ °

R Ry A0V E Ea e 2 R A E S IR
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B RS [E B A HEFAS B o EHE SRR A & 28 (social intuitionist

model ) » 5 AREAT ol B M AE e 45 B A A B AR - it

FIEEMEGRANBIER (S8 - i) - S E e
EITHYETERVET - EEE SRR - I EEE A HERE -

W BIEE ATEHEAS N AU | - Bk —TE B =AY e
G/ D R B ERY o R FRIPE N HYETERRIRLED @ S R Ae T Y
HENIE - FlIEEImER i EE M R e SEamst e - HUETR

BOFNEES A HER - SRy 2R EEEE N A R
J& » WFRESIEZEERE - TEE ML EBKIE -

Graham et al. (2013 ) FELj AJHEE ~ SRALOHHES  JH L 22 B rak
RIEEEERIGINTSE - ERS ULt S A E R A BRss S i E
B o 15t E E R BUR AR T - P R AR N AR L
EHITER -

(- ) Mi® /%2 (care/harm) -

N A R E ARG R IRENE R > NIt - BRERZ 28R ZHY
e~ IREBEHFR S MRES IRRAZ T RoK - PLRLEE SRR R R A5t
G FERVEERAT - SR REER R EE%QE‘B’J/J\
BRI - 0T ARV R R R B B 59/ N
FEAAEYINZ ~ FAEVINZEY NN ~ ] ESRGIVEIVIES: ~ YR K
ANz EEESE - NI - AMIgRE2ES  LENEEREIE -

(=) =T /45 (faimess/cheating) -

ANFIEFR g - S PAVEAESTRUE BRI - AIER
S BAAEERE - DIAPHEREER - AN TPEERETE » thdE
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A EEE SRS » EEAEFES - FHE AV ERRGE
' B GBS HERIOR - MCTAEREREE NG A B3R ~ A5
AR HERR (7 > SO4EA -

(z) &3,/% % (loyalty/betrayal ) -

NEHEHESR  CEFEFEER - FHERET] - NIt > T
S S AMTER P E T ESSEE K - B T REESHEM G - 8
IR EIAYEE S A SRS - e EIR R LRI EEREA] - 5 EeiiE
BHFEFHN - EEHILFEESEA > AR E O E L EE
& WK - EHEFEERIIE -

(w ) =4 /7 % (authority/subversion) -

W AH AREE R B S FCPE R R (% > 2t ST EIAG AR ~ SROCHUESRE -
RItL - RESTRE LS ERA (R ~ w2 T L EIs0 N RE S B SR
At & OB E SN AR o NIE - BHE(E RE EEAHFIG,
RIR4ERTIE R (4 - PTAEZIE e & - 224bAy \B%Hs - £5 - <1
BANEER % - YRR ER A EH -

(1) %% ,/3ki5 (sanctity/degradation) -

NFHIHSE - FEIR s MR A0S - &CH T 7 R G A ar A &
bz > INIEE > (elEECUE M ~ BRSAEE ~ KGR - B R TR
e FYMEM A ER ERR A - I > R E SRR R 405
B R T RN I E AR YR RS - TR E R E AR
W BTN RE ST AR -

T > RTIAREE R TR o
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®1ERERERRERER
o B GE SR SR B ER OB BRSO BERINS

PREHLRRTR
ZE

A ES GHMEE EEOFERE FERENEEIG BRI

JFgaAA W SR kR ERREEE  FERETEE A9
& REE AR RGN BEE - EERG - -~ 4
e 4h iR E il A\ FCB BIR ZERIER EE R

FEfE2EE - AR Bof - BRSO

W g s mem  wem O ok TED
Ei:ﬁ-h‘-‘ I;E N % ) S = N e~ ” 7 A S
S N

BRIAE ¢ Graham et al. (2013, p. 58)

BIERYE TUE T ) > 22K E S S EARES T 4 & FE 2 SRR 4 T
o o EREE G - EEAEREEENCAEE - AR S SUE B
IZREII N - B HEFETIHFIEE - WAGAHHE - Haidt & Joseph (2008)
9% WEF A B EE T (secular liberals) ~ ¥ &{R5F 3% (social
conservatives) ~ #7JREHTF (libertarians) ~ SREK (religious left)
SV - FIDIEEE - AT T SRR T R B R B R A -

or

al
et

R 2 OFEBAFHENEREREER
eyl EEEHER HEERTIR GREHREER  FEER

i) = & {(i¥ =
ASE = & & =
B & = {(i¥ =
JEHE & = {(i¥ =
R & = & =

LRIAE © AR [ Haidt & Joseph (2008) o
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HREHRERE  BEHEMENEREBHERGEHE SR - 54
o HEEK - EEEEERIIR - R HNATEMGRTER  EfXE
T~ BB SRR - AR HERE » R R EREIGE
T E FEE o AR IERVRBER - AR E A ~ ST~ el
PEAVERS > TEEMEE S - EX A FEEARILENESY - AP
AAFIRATS > & EE bR S UE T E R AR - B0 > S
RIE TSR R SO B RG B 27 65T > =5 B R TR B T [ S 5
it

VY ~ SE TR

ANMBAFVEEES - g TERE -~ BE - %Hzﬁaﬁ‘m%ﬁ%ﬁv
TERPERERIRGE 2 T - Sflss B 5 RS - EAMES T
EEE ~ SN ETEATT R - AR BT AL (R ﬁﬁ%:
B TSRS AR TN R T EEAE %S L ( Bandura,
2002) -

TEfREEr RS B=EE R - E—ER - BREZEREREENT
ﬁﬁ%iﬁﬁéﬁ%ﬁ R R AREE I E R BRI E
f - E=ER AIRFREZEETERNEE - GEE AN CEGEEZ
EE -

E—BR > EWEN T EZEER  EREE ) TRTER > A=
o Rl 2 (1) EfEEE(R (moral justification) o ARFAZFHY
TRt R B e - B (R E NS & #E57 - LhUfE
HETHTENESREAT R - (AR R A2 B RS BRI F
SEE R(HE(E - (2) ZWifRuk (euphemistic labelling) - FEE&(LAYEE
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SRR EETEIERIVELE - WIS TEIN I E - BAEETREU
T TR - PR ANTE R TOMRE ) - SRIERRS T RS ERE L -
YESEHIERZ "I HEE S F o (3) th#{T A (advantageous
comparison ) - {7 HHVEERZEBHEGHLEZEH - $GEEENTT /IR
[G] > EEURAERER S AR SE B IR R B RS SR AE B A% » A/ M FIEI T
BRI - B AE I ERCEE T - S SR E F L S AR AIEL
SRR -

FIBR BB B DI PR SR A T B R AR
ENET RV E R R EHSIEEAOKIE - SR iinE R G E T
R RAVIRE] o I RE =R © (1) #EEIF=(E (displacement of
responsibility ) - FERL(EEEMERURIETT BAVE(E - AP LURHTEHE
SERE RIS EANETENHEE - SIAREER » MR
A EF ( My Lai massacre ) - (2) 4y Ex&E £ ( diffusion of
responsibility ) -+ FE{T R R SRAVE AT BTSN - (SEAS(E A Y B a2
IKEY o ECEEEERIAR  BEEANAER - sULA ANEIEGRZ
I - ERES - UAEAMEESEERPRAM AT (3) ZiFE
7852 (disregard or distortion of consequences) - & A{f1&EE A, - §&
FEEHCEREGSE (A INEZAARBR SR B SR MR SRR )
EEEIRETRN IR - (HEBENRINET RERITE - 8027
Ry BLE R E IR - BT BRI IR - A TSR -

FEBR O BHEZERNER - IIFEEBERERDMTE
JEERZER  NREEZEE A UEEINEFENEERE - It
JEXRAT LAy R Wit = (1) £ AMAE (dehumanization) - & AJHRZ £
et 2 FEIRYREELME: - FEEL O EH0MES - FEEIRNE T REBERA - (HE
N B - AR A RE - AEBRIRNA - 2 AR
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5 (AR EEETE) - SLE RS BT RIS T R o (2) #EE
2% (attribution of blame) - JIEHFFH L BEIEZEE » DIGE
FIT R NS TAIRT S - 0t —2K > FEHEEEM A - GETR
EAEEEIRE - EERFIERE  HIENSEERMBARSE#HZES
B HER > EAREEZEHE -

1 SEEERERSE

Eg e oML F

i “’L‘MJ% P ; * Attt

Le3R AT A w4k )
- y R EH

E T R R

BT HITH ———> FEOURE ———————> &EF

| |

He #p T 12
m I AE

BRIAE ¢ “Selective moral disengagement in the exercise of moral agency,” by
A. Bandura, 2002, Journal of Moral Education, 31, 103.

1 JE Bandura (2002) &t Ay fEMERERTH] - o0 Ry i fEmaEA e
H & A SRR 3 A - A E 2R A STEMRE - (LEid
dr R —ERE G EFRSER Wi AFIE A il B STT8E
AEEENAMILTAEREES - KERUAR AP EEARSE R T
Bl R -
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I~ ETEE e EE A

i (AR L (R AR G 4 OB B R R A RART 5T -
(rslidid Sl =TI S =:1 fiﬁti{’fw\z{ﬁ WAL %D%IH%%
TR CEL B - IE A » RIS SRS S tEI’JLTﬁEm il
att g LHEEEP AN - f%ﬁ%ﬁﬁjzﬁﬁﬁ%uﬁﬂﬁ

2 -

AR - PRSI - AR o R EERETTHE
Aﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%iéﬁéﬁ%éﬁm (RS amis - EEAREEA BN B EEE

ETEHVIRERL > BB FBIEUE (Jeyagobietal., 2022) - £ (H
%ﬁ@ ETERREE S E R AR IR EE R (NEFE) WA
(Frazer, 2023) - {E{REEGLACTTIH] - EIEMEEEESEIR S LIREZ ~
o~ BT TOREE | BRI SEREE 2 (Frazer etal., 2022; Frazer
& Moyer-Gusé, 2023; Raney, 2020) -

TSN TEIE T 18 R B fEAS Br R A AR Bl 2 07 A 09 SR8 R
( Allen & Anderson, 2021; Hartmann & Vorderer, 2010) o {2 [ L &
Klimmt et al. ( 2006 ) ZE {d & 72 fiff B TEHj TEEE
management) | HIREE - M FIEE A BB R e R BT T IE IS E AT
%R B E RIS T IR BBt R R A B AR o TR ERNS jt
Hioy HEA Bandura (2002) FFFEERER] - ME—BISMNE 1T 822 M B B
EIRVERS - KIEFHE T TR B R FAR LIRS - TR B BkGaLaHT -
DU (ERER B SRR AR SRR R BLBCEEE
BURE . (HEER) -

EEA R A 0 W ] B4 G BB 25 BT 9T o Tamborini
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Moral Activation Mechanisms of Audiences:
The Taboo Challenges of Sex and Violence in
Digital Games

Yu-Pei Chang”

ABSTRACT

Sex and violence are two prominent tools often used by mass media to
capture an audience’s attention. The seductive and exposed female body, often
seen in advertisements next to products, utilizes sexual appeal to attract
consumers’ gaze. Similarly, in digital games the heroic warrior wielding a
heavy sword and slashing at enemies with blood splattering everywhere is a
common and prominent scene. Violence, sexual provocation, and other types
of media content all capture viewers’ attention while simultaneously
challenging societal taboos.

This research explores how audiences make moral choices when
confronted with these societal taboo topics. Specifically, it asks the following.
What moral dimensions form the foundation of audience members’ moral
reasoning? How do these moral dimensions influence their media choices?
When media content triggers an audience’s moral sensibilities, how do viewers
process the feelings of guilt that arise from their morals being violated? If they
choose to ignore their guilt and continue consuming media, how do their
emotions and behaviors manifest? More critically, what type of media content
challenges the moral boundaries of audiences, possibly prompting them to

* Yu-Pei Chang is Professor at the Department of Communication and Technology,
National Yan Ming Chiao Tung University. E-mail: yupei@nycu.edu.tw.
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discontinue using such media?

This study adopts an ethnographic research approach, combining in-depth
interviews with diary methods. The first step involved conducting in-depth
interviews to better understand digital game players’ moral concerns and
gaming experiences. The second step asked players to record their gaming
behaviors at home using a computer camera, while also keeping a gaming
diary. The third step analyzed the recorded gaming footage and players’
behaviors, focusing particularly on moments of laughter, self-talk, excitement,
and high emotional engagement. Finally, the fourth step covered interviewing
the players again, discussing the moral conflicts recorded in the game, as well
as their feelings and perspectives about these moral issues.

This study employs the Moral Foundations Theory as the primary
framework to evaluate the audience and game content nexus. This theory
explicitly divides moral feelings into five key aspects: Care/Harm, Fairness/
Cheating, Loyalty/Betrayal, Authority/Subversion, and Sanctity/Degradation.
These five moral intuitions are considered universal in the structure of societal
order and form the basis of people’s moral understanding. The research finds
that the game media texts themselves serve as situational triggers for the
audience’s moral intuitions. Without such situational factors, their moral
intuitions may not be activated at all. Game content therefore acts as a trigger
for moral responses. For example, encountering grotesque, disgusting
monsters, violent robbers, or criminals who sexually assault frail girls in a
game can challenge the audience’s moral values. These types of game content
might provoke moral discomfort. When audiences come across game content
that violates their moral sensibilities, there are three primary ways they engage
with the media as noted below.

The first way is when the audience’s moral sensibilities are not triggered,
and they do not perceive any threat to their moral values. In this case, they
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continue to enjoy the game world without hesitation. The key factor in players
adopting this engagement is that the game text, through a narrative
rationalization process, constructs a game world that diminishes the likelihood
of triggering the players’ moral sensibilities. The game provides an
environment separate from the real world - one filled with various evils such
as curses, plagues, monsters, and wars, requiring the player to act as a hero. In
this context, the game world creates an environment in which a hero is needed
to fight these evil forces, and within such a harsh environment players can
disregard the moral norms of the real world. Most players adopt this
engagement, whereby they happily immerse themselves in combat and
violence within the game world, treating them as separate, imaginary realms
where real-world moral concerns do not apply.

The second path is when players vaguely feel that their moral sensibilities
have been offended, but they continue to comply with the game’s logic, even
though they experience anxiety and discomfort. This represents a state of moral
disengagement during media consumption. While using media, the audiences
cannot predict the situations they will encounter. For example, game missions
may appear suddenly, and players must immediately decide whether to accept
or refuse them. At that moment, they may face moral dilemmas. For example,
a mission might require them to kill a little girl. To progress in the game, they
might feel compelled to accept the task, even though this triggers feelings of
guilt and discomfort related to moral care. In this case, even though the players
continue the mission, they may experience moral anxiety. This results in a state
of moral disengagement, where players’ internal moral conflict becomes
evident. In such a state, they may also experience anger, frustration, or other
strong emotional reactions, as they wrestle with the tension between continuing
the game and their moral discomfort.

The third outlet is when players cannot accept the moral violations within
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the game and decide to maintain their moral intuitions by refusing to engage
with the media or avoid similar games. The moral issues that most frequently
lead to players rejecting games are those that violate multiple moral
dimensions at once. For example, the issue of rape is one of the most prominent
moral violations in media, as it transgresses the moral foundations of Care,
Fairness, and Sanctity. This type of content is often rejected by players who
find it impossible to reconcile such violations with their moral framework.
When faced with such content, players may choose to stop playing the game
altogether and avoid similar games in the future.

Through these three pathways, the paper highlights how the moral
decisions of players are intricately linked to the game content they encounter.
The extent to which players are willing to engage with morally challenging
content depends on a variety of factors. They encompass how the content is
presented, the emotional and cognitive responses it elicits, and the moral
framework that guides players’ choices.

Keywords: media violence, morality, moral foundation theory, moral
disengagement, audience, digital games
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