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Opening the Window to the “Free World”——

The Institutionalization of Journalism &
Communication Research and Education in
Taiwan During the Early Cold War (1954-1965)

Kock-Hoo Wong"

ABSTRACT

When the Kuomintang (KMT) retreated to Taiwan from mainland China
in 1949, the situation was unstable both internally and externally. However,
between 1950 and 1965, apart from three existing universities undergoing
renaming and restructure, the number of tertiary institutions increased rapidly
as nearly 20 public and private universities and colleges were established. After
such an intense wartime, what needs and conditions drove the Kuomintang to
develop higher education in Taiwan, especially education and research
mechanisms in journalism and communication?

Prior studies focus mainly on how media and academia were employed to
serve the propaganda of “retaking the mainland” during the authoritarian rule
of the Kuomintang. Others target on how the U.S. government actively
mobilized such mechanisms to assert academic influence and to profess its
ideologies in the context of the Cold War. These studies mainly adopt the
perspectives of Taiwan’s authoritarian rule and subordination to the U.S. By
surveying teaching resources, curriculum, and background of key personnel,
they analyze the construction of these mechanisms and criticize its early

authoritarian character.

* Kock-Hoo Wong, Individual Researcher. E-mail: kockhoo@gmail.com.

.43 .



CFEEFY - F-I ¥ 2022#&10°

One of the missing aspects is that these studies did not fully consider the
complex and rapid changes in Taiwan and the Asian region during the early
Cold War. Different interregional forces competed and collided, including
potential disputes within the “state” apparatus, challenges to Chiang Kai-
shek’s leadership from “third forces”, the intention of the U.S. to prevent the
spread of communism in Southeast Asia, and local Chinese communities’
aspiration for university education. These factors from the U.S., Taiwan,
China, and Asia (especially Chinese communities) intertwined to influence the
U.S. strategy in the Asia-Pacific and Kuomintang’s policy in higher education.
For example, to understand National Chengchi University (NCCU) and its
recruitment of a high number of “overseas students”, it is necessary to
simultaneously examine the formation and implementation of U.S. aid policies,
overseas Chinese affairs’ policies, the Kuomintang’s propaganda strategies,
etc. The complex context was not necessarily a result of top-down decisions,
but of multifold power play and accidental factors that created a ripple effect
on the establishment of journalism education and knowledge production
mechanism. By surveying various archives and literature, this paper aims to
examine the geopolitical linkages among Asian countries and to re-explore the
intervention of the U.S., out of anti-Communist strategic needs in the early
Cold War, in establishing Taiwan’s communication research mechanism, as
well as its lasting influence on Taiwan and Asia.

In response to internal and external pressures, Chiang Kai-shek in the
early 1950s took advantage of the geopolitical situation in Asia and received
more U.S. aid to enhance university education and establish propaganda
mechanisms in Taiwan. In order to strengthen its legitimacy as “Free China”
and propagate the idea of liberal democracy, the Taiwan government gained
control over the universities by recruiting a large number of overseas Chinese
students from Southeast Asia. National Chengchi University, formerly a party

school, was subsequently re-established, and nearly half of its students in the
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Department of Journalism were overseas Chinese, making it a unique example.
The Graduate Institute and Department of Journalism of NCCU became the
kernel of journalism & communication research and education in Taiwan.
Apart from serving the needs of Chiang Kai-shek and the KMT government,
this was also a strategic and tactical move for the U.S. and Asian countries to
counter Communism, as well as a political and policy response of various
countries to their Chinese population. Voices of dissent were suppressed under
the impact of policies as a result of the distribution of interest within the
country. With the reorganization of the propaganda system and more U.S. aid,
the KMT regime tried to build its image as the window to the “Free World” in
Asia and in part shaped communication research and education in Taiwan

during the early Cold War.

Keywords: Cold War, Department of Journalism of NCCU, Free China,

overseas Chinese students, U.S. aid
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