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“Collaborative Mobility” in Urban Space:
WeMo Scooter as an Example

Yi-Fan Liu

ABSTRACT

Scooter-sharing is becoming more and more popular in Taiwan, making
the country the second-ranked market by size globally. Inspired by software
studies, this study defines a scooter-sharing system as ‘“collaborative
mobility” that connects smartphones and electric scooters and makes them
work together. Therefore, it operates through media practice and movement
practice simultaneously, which are inseparable. Accordingly, this study
distinguishes collaborative mobility from coded mobility and code/mobility,
making the practices from general users indispensable in the collaborative
mobility system.

Treating collaborative mobility as a social-technical—cultural
assemblage, this study takes WeMo Scooter as an example to point out that
the (re)definition of the operation zone, the (re)distribution of the scooter
network, and the whole system operations are all connected by operators and
collective users via mobile media and scooters in a specific social-spatial
context. One benefit is that it triggers urban space ambiguities and
possibilities for both the operator and general users to (re)understand and

(re)build the hybrid urban space and the formation of everyday life. However,

Yi-Fan Liu holds a PhD in Media and Communication Studies from the College of
Communications, National Chengchi University, Taiwan. His research interest falls in
the areas of cultral studies, media practice, and STS, especially the relationship between
mobile media and urban spaces.
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it also shows strict dataveillance from operators at the same time.

Treating “collaborative mobility” as an interdisciplinary concept, this
study also revises some relative concepts in media studies and the mobilities
paradigm. For the former, the concept of collaborative mobility indicates that
the “hybrid space” exhibits materiality. For the latter, the concept of
immobile moorings is changing due to the role that mobile media play in the
collaborative mobility system.

Because the concept of collaborative mobility is new to media studies
and the mobilities paradigm, it is worth more in-depth discussions and
empirical studies to develop it into becoming more grounded

interdisciplinarily.

Keywords: collaborative mobility, scooter-sharing system, smartphone,

practices, WeMo Scooter
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