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= -HAAEERHEAN

FEREAG £l - LHIERRE (Bl Facebook) - HEAREAMEH]
ANOHEERARFEAHEE 2 (Newman, Fletcher, Kalogeropoulos, Levy,
& Nielsen, 2017; Newsman, Fletcher, Kalogeropoulos, & Nielsen, 2019) -
B R SUURREE PE S - (R A IR S ME A B - W
[RGB A I SR B R E S RAIEN - IS ERERE
B 3% (monthly active Facebook users ) #E#% — +{& A ( Noyes,
2020) - EBEEIRAOCHAENUS 2 — - 828 - /UK AV4gRs fiE
A REEIRYE > tEPIE R EAEIZR (Fuleo, August 26, 2017) ; i
PR EER R (57%) FEAHRHERS K E 2R EACE (Newman et
al,, 2017) > Ho» [HERARMEAYFEEE (Newman et al,
2017) -

fE AR REA L = BB A (BEBERER S THE
2019 /£ 5 H 29 H ; Pew Research Center, July 23, 2019) - ¥ridifaE
EAFFE NG ( (PIEEERS 2016 FYEREERSE - AAKERERESE
HEJEK 12.5%) > 2016 429 H 20 H ; Barthel, April 29, 2015) » X524 4E
BRI GEHE (MUTEREGHE) - #AeERRNE DR
HZHE - R E CHYRTRI4ENS - R S BRI o SRR
T E R AR MNENEE VG - BERAENBETMER RS - EE
HYER BN THAER - WEkERERZ LR EERKE
HEEA AT R HREFRNERM TG - 58N DEEE %
HYEERE © IRASES B FEUEN A B ERYS91E - H%E » DIHBHERR TR R
S EE T AP & & H AR AR THIIH &R ?



CRREFL . S-wel 2020871

— o SRS E X - R AR R - SRR A

HRasE EolieE H SR RIS Aat S (BINRIR SR ERE) -
MEREEME CRZENVEE—NE - i CHEETERE - 5
RREEFEER (user data) - B ERMHRERENE @ SRR - #HE
Bl - REEALTE > MRHA SRR SRR - RAEE ()
HoGREBW 2017 £ 7 A5 H) - HESEEABEARI S - R
OB FEART Y - —HiREEOUERE - SR ERHRENIRZ Y
% - 2015 FRpERBEEENAR - fod DAV AR E T 42.7% 5
A= REEG - LHlREEANRE NE 32% - o] RigEEEEE LR
BT —HE - AR S HARE KA BVHERME (nfEH L
4H > 2016 =3 H26 H) -

s HAREEJT I REGERH (Online News Engagement Crisis )

WE T EENTH G » SRR RS T 8m ) Bl |
B MR E RS TR R 2 D IEE R A E R A o iR Pew HA5TH
DANRRVEE - SEE RS R ER I OTEL  TEAERE T E AT fEAIIRE R
K% (Mitchell, Gottfried, Barthel & Shearer, 2016) - E[IfffiE (4H490%
) B (EERGTHENER ) AV4Enh - BRI S |bLEAt 488 T 2 HUsE & s
BEE FEE SIS HAEATE H AR AUy =10 e
| AWML EE - BREEEERA RA -0 M+ —#
(Mitchell & Jurkowitz, 2014 ) o (i R fE ARG R E -1
Wik RS EAENENIIEERR > H2 TEE, - TEARL N
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EF#E (Mitchell & Jurkowitz, 2014; Mitchell, Jocelyn, Gottfried &
Emily, 2013) - fE4ERRTEIZEN TREVIEI T @ HASLIREIER 58
171 WrEEE - Rk E A B E SR RS e — 22 ? {808 5 —X
R ESS ?

5w (Game Theory) iy " AHFHIFEE] , (The Tragedy of
the Commons) - JH&EERIHTERGIKIERE VS - IRIEERHH -
BIEEAEmEFRA AT » BRERERBT —EARVER A NG - e
HEFRFEGIE - HEAEFELORIE S M0 & AL (Fengler &
Russ-Mohl, 2008) - #E#GE#H HMBRE N EEE 5N A PG
(News Media Alliance, 2017) - {HEfaE s b EEEREAI & FE
EH L H - sl RERE A E ERRiin - i HERE R
Thomas Schelling T AFHIVAEEISA#RE (Schelling, 1978 ) -

AHEHERIESE - ARERZEREER - KEHPER THNINE
S M FHEACE S A LERR - KRN ERAEN - BE5A 3
BIRNEE  REEFALERMAT AT A (Fengler & Russ-Mohl,
2008) - fpdE EAYEARE AT AT RIAERREY T AREIR ) SRR T
HPEHRREERAEERED - Rt RVIIARE - EEEsERE L
(Y T ERGINGERS ;  (Prisoner’s Dilemma) : RFEHIENARERZ
EAFAYIRIL - AEBREUTT AN BB G I AR - AR A AR
HYEEm = - TE A NER B YRR P14 F12 ANER R
& B2 NNER AR E A Bl 2 VR (MOER - Bl
B 2017) - AIHFEAREEER R - WERERE RS E EAY
ANAEMAEE > \TEENA T (—) R LA AR E B A
EEENHRESMHENES . (2) RBAFEMAVIERIFE I I SRS
TefpdE ERRAY T -
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Bl - MRBERES

— ~ GER R B

B HINGEREAYEEATTZE (Rasmusen, 2007) © (—) SHiFE
(players) : {E/EfAVARE - BOVRMBAILE CHIES » 2HEEHR
FESRES - BLEA S B T GfF ) B T E R, HiSEE - (7)) EBBK
B% (dominant strategy ) » “RamiLfth 2 EEERHU0ESES - HEHCHRA
FIEYSRE - (=) 495FH9# (Nash equilibrium) )@ HSEFEE "B
JiTE L CCEHSRS - BIFTA S B EER B CAYSREIS R RO - (W)
A3 % i (345 5 (Pareto-optimal outcome ) © [FHAME-& A 38 A R4 E2 57
Vilfredo Pareto ¥gH! (Cirillo, 1979) - FA4eT E(AFF %M== (Pareto
improvement ) - =5 " IENEHMSBEIEEEZAFILT 0 2OEE—
{E NHYIRRE ;  (Mishan, 1967) o NEAEIRZICEITATAER » BLET]
B3 % 5 (EARRE (non Pareto optimal ) - BJF{HSELE A FAIEE [ [H
| DUERRfREERAIRGE - a1 EE)TE R DL T [EIR ) SUERRAERYAS R
Bl R IR B2 i iRAE - (1) WfE © G9EFas N 205 2 R EIRAE -
NAER RV EAE S AT TR 23
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®1: BARRERERB

SEEY
&fE B
B X =x(s (Rx, Ry) (Sx, Ty)
B (Tx, Sy) (Px, Py)

it 1 (1) Tx,Rx,Px,Sx + 2388 X AR P & ERISLHE THYERM (payoff) -
(2) Ty,Ry,Py.Sy : 2FF Y fER P SRS E N A -
(3) T=Temptation (%52 ) > R=Reward (#%E ) > P=Punishment ( &
£1) » S=Sucker’s Payoff ({8 \{zs) -

T 1 WES8E X BY > nSREURIERHS © S FeEr i -
FERIEA R FEU S (payoff) - BEFEIER » Ariguia/fy "H#E
(Reward) - ®EJ55 s > FifGUizs &y "8, (Punishment) - —7J5
Eff > ST ERE > BRI R TR, (Temptation) - &1F
JTHIY R By @IS, (Sucker’s Payoff) + [NR& HUTIS EIRYIL S
T SRR AR B R NIESH AR Y T35, © GIETT R
R EFMEREGIE - Frisia b T aievESifg@| - NAR
HEAEIEERAGEE - BT BEEFREN—kE > A " &
TRy Wi

WAER R AY G T (R ) > R (B8R ) > P (F&E]
W) > S (@AY ) » E8E (1) TeRePx>Sx 8 (2)
Ty>Ry>Py>Sy  EIERIFROLET - [N R G 7 BHE MRS - B OBk
R THIRE R RIEURAI W &S - BRI Ry Ty TR o
St FER SR MR #ET e (Px, Py) o EEEITHEERT IR
R A NGB HSCERS - IR E T ETotr ) o iR
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e TR SR ESIR , 0 R (Px Py) HIUE M S %
LEEE T SRR RIS (Rx Ry) B%5 - EFEFME—/Y T EFH9H ~2
A S AR EEGER ) o EEREEATEE T NAERSE , (Poundstone,
1992) -

N HARR Ry NINTERRHTAE - e et e AR & _ERY A
ARRNEERILZ AT > FICHEL AR G FOVEARE S BT > A reE—2
oo o A SE RS AR B L RIAYRA (7 > (MBI e FRE — © W diAefE i
5 AV B RIS Ry (] 2 TSI R 7 (050 2 B FEGE SR Ry (T 2

o R HRRE]

() 2% ¥ sl

AFRFREIE Hardin £ 1968 FH2H » HBIAA AR A B
RS - AFRAE R IB/E—EBENFE - &g
ENEHCOCERANNECE - B -SRI - BEAES T E
TREFAFME - BIEFHATERAERE - AARAIERIEIRE T
HREEWRFE—(ERHT T - S ] S A Rl S PR E FEIEeET
RHARBAR A ILER (Hardin, 1968) -

O\ 3 AR B R A R AR IR AR~ B PR RCE R R R - & T S

(Barclay, 2004; Garrity, 2012; Karnani, 2014 ) » 7% FIfE 4R AERE ~ ¥
i~ SEE PTG RAYS5S: (Fengler & Russ-Mohl, 2008; Hardin, 1968) °
G R AHER - AR LU B ITREIE S0 - AT
TER R NIERIE E > R AILEIFAY "755%, (Newell, Blevins, &
Bugeja, 2009 ) - Fengler & Russ-Mohl (2008) E#HrERAALER - ¥
—HE — RS A R - R — I T A S R R Y
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BRI o REREIEE - SRR SR B e SR - &

AIEHEERE - CEEHT A R AT R B D SRR - e

PRAEFRE ARSI S — (E E SRS R SRR - ZRIT — e i
T AH S AL RIS R B EIB % R E L PR AT R

Wagner (2015) 835 HZEE 8 I AE R Ry B s Sk i SR A A 3

730 B DEEIHIAAEMARE] ) o FIERIL{E#E (Knowledge workers) &

B R R RS HEEHWERAFERAR - AHa%E

afl (email ~ E5E ~ BIFFEHE ~ ALEFAERR) 0% - WS TIFBAREE

o

|

piky

&

ERECPEENE - BHAE "T0=F ) - BRSNS aUERD

BT BAFIREEEST « DUEASKER - (B AR AR ZIZ
P EFBEZR ARSI TET > PHETIEWE - BREER RS EZ - &
WA TIERE © A E RS - EWEEAEEE A
B EARNEREIARLSHE - &8 %R EHEEER - AUEE
TAEMA SE s r 4 - MFECGE A& ~ ZERBET5H ~ MR
WK > TEE TR M % B ER S V) B i 2 1 i 4% A ( Wagner,
2015) - SIHAEMAREIERS L HEREARE S EEDIEGEELE
7 HEERENS  EENEARNAFER - BRI XENFRG
e A3 - Re KB 0B LEEHEEINEE > fEiaE L
TR AR HIAEE -

= M

(2) 2 ¥ Sjl o

SN HETI AR R R
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® 2 AEHAIMAER

SEEY
efE B
S X &fF (b,b) (b-e, B-¢)
FI (B-¢, b-e) (B-2¢, B-2¢)

it T A BN EE RS EE X TS GERERSEEY T -

ESHEIGGER - FrA2EEGEENE b B - U2HEFEEF
B — 2 BER G > s HCE AL — (0 INIUE - TN RE R B

AR EDRIE - NI SR EREGER NG b ERET R RISNSE
(e) + MEACERBREE FoRES - FEEAFE B HERKEHC
FITEEERIINEIE (o) o & WTE B PREUE RIS - W& &5 BECR
Flix B EFEFRRIEM 0 /MEDE (2¢) o NALRBERILAT R 1 R
T>R>P>S » H[ :

1 T>SROB-e>b>B-b>e> (B-b) /e>1

2 R>P>b>B-2e>2e>B-b>2>(B-b) /e

3 P>S>B-2e>b—-e>B-b>e> (B-b) le>1

RREGH 02> (B-b) /e>1 > WHESE 2> (B-b) /e>1 Gl
I > BHUEEP RS - ALl X B Y # @ BEe i > 1 (B-2e, B-2e) ik
Re@NErEgtr - {HZ (B-2e, B-2e) AINEaEHIRAE » LA H BIARE
PRI

(Z) B asgd b ahag B

e RS H B &K E215 3 Thomas Schelling 75 iR #his B 75BE 1T By
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( Micromotives and Macrobehavior ) —ZHJ5]5 (Schelling, 1978 ) >
025 AN NGE R &6 I B Ae Bl e = IR (R - 2 AINTERE T T IE
i =

& 1 : ZARERB

it
%
e BRIHRE
WETEIE A o ek AR
BT aTsME
® N

ittt (1) D& - SRECH & ESRES AT AR AU aR: -
(2) C &% * PRIV TE RIS AT A ULas -

BLEE AR © (1) AT LEREEE (C) SR &1E (D) - (2)
FeamHMSHER LV NEME - HECTE - AEFEtLaFRERRKE
Az (D& C ) - BREAEFRERER  MAZKEA S
By TIRIRIREE (A BD) BHETIIH - Q) FamECEFEA &1
ZANEFHECMEY - (4) & C &EEE S ARSI & g s
IRIRRRI AP » BACEE— el By K B - BEILER - SEFEIIETR
PERIRIRRER YIS - ER S RIGIRE IRt 2 i ARG - E(Elk
PRI FE o HAh BRI AR E G IR T SHEFIREE . (B B fEIR
IIRREHVK R Z B - &7 E 14 NRME—HVSE FO# A 2 05 2 i ik
& EUERRFERE T2 ARERSS -
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A% BiE 1 et BIE 0 RS - KRR E R
o DEFTEEHCUMNERRERGEE (FMeilkE LRt S
&) 0 Bz EER x - GIFEREGEE R b (MERSENEHES
s - BIMRSERE Eis » PINAEEHIERE ) - REfEAIES K
B (fENEHGE AR E LAl - PIER) - e hEBE—REEIE
TERFEE A RSN RUE (externality ) - 40 @ 7B HeE SR M NS H
BESIE - —REWEE—IMNIBIE (e) » —REBIIANEZHEEA
EGIE > n FERAEE > Al n REBINEEZHEEIESIE (ne) -
Bl - B T2 R N IV - BEEREREH - MRIBE | BRERES
TEEA G TERIUERTE F x FINRRE AT LT RIE a0 T -

(1) A&ERIUES By * u (D|x) =B- (n-x) e=B-netxe ; 2) &1ERY
Wizsf tu (Clx) =b- (n- (x+1) ) e=b- (n-1) e+xe o HELFRAFTA] LU
EEHAIEE FRVAER © Q) ERGINEE - LR AREAGIER - 448
HIW g R+ u (DJ0) =B-ne ; (4) TESFEFHRAE » ELERFE SRR -
AR Ry 2 u (Cn-1) =b 5 (5) & x EER » AEFEEFGE
#=hFs - u (Dx) -u (Cjx) =B-b-e °

fR#E Schelling (1978) 926 ANINFER GIUFRA R EEEE © (1)
FREREAWERES © 488 2 B &F (R ed N ARG
) B RN GF REREATHESHE) - Q A u

(Dfx) -u (Clx) =B-b-e » FATATLIHERRE B-b>e I - Ry x &%) >
Rt E RN E CLVNE R RERETE » N EFELEE RERT TR
HIULZs = B-b>e & & FE R ER RISHIFRE - 3) K u (Dx) 81 u

(Clx) HY=(F x IHRE e BIEME > HFZE u (Dix) Bl u (Cx) 8
X FEIELE - E#Z AGER R CAFEAR & » Wil &kl -
4) WHR u (Cn-1) =b Kj¥ u (D|0) =B-ne » L2 E b- (B-ne) >0 £

c12.
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ne>B-b I EFEIRAEIIICS B 7 L AAHREEAIICIS - UL » ne>B-b 2
FEAEARAE T R 25 B LR AT T ) LV AR -

Gt DA DUBESGES ¢ % ne>B-boe BF -+ RATEREEETI1
I SERS - KFHR SRR - TTRER—EIHAR S R
SEATANEFATNT - 1698 Schelling (1978) W53 - TEIEIEIEIET - EHBY
B R (2 A NGRS = AP IE 2 — (B A B - (el
ne>B-b>e EHEHRALIIAHGES IR FTRITEESE (Bb) KK
R EFTR AT (o) - AR EFIENIE/ A S FE L
BB OEE (ne) - MRS/ S S R E R E (B-
bse)  AOEBRTRRIE - SEA REHINS | MRS ARG
fRfE (B-bane) -+ FGIREELLEFLFREL - RIS RELER  LAR
RIS BTN R ERS -

B b SRR R ARSI AR T o (R B
18 B A HARRI R S L » RIE - SRR A
A 75 o B SO A 5 AT 2

=~ NEHEREIRIINKE © fEB R R A B AR

R ACEATE AU E L SRR R - EhIKE > &
FEERGA I R E VR RO B SO B Y B SRS BERRARE - A Y
ARBE— L RRAT - PR R AR B T3 V2R 40 ] e P A 2 G B i F Y = 1
2

| R R A (UM RUE (o) > n SRR n (AN
E - 4{RAERS e -

<13 .
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(=) %TFE2HITFA U TP ER

R P AR R L 2 ORI ] - KBRS LR B ET > SR A
B SR U S A AR R Y T/ F P B e HT - (LRRemEE (AT
/NG ) BT /FERL — B LR i - My AV SRE - Hil
R REL - i ROR - BENRER Ry TAFREUSIEIE (et ~ T4
0 2018) - EATHEGRE KIS EEEEERE - R - P A%
H¥EEE - NMRESETHNVESERMEEESHE  swmEE 0 F
HREBLEAWINE ~ WEETER o P O ) ~ AR N
AV TAFERE (DU > 2019) - EAGIFEHERY A EhE 15 & =41
5 B i B LT S

R A E R AEDBAROT L (LS - £ Ve A
B ERFREERAR ) SIER/DIER - Bl - TR R RES
By TR - DRI ERREEE - B S EPNANERRE
AR > A RS EEE EEAYANE (Bell & Owen, 2017) - 5[5
BRI SR EE) - (R BB S B RS R
JERERE - S RN R B RUA RS S MPIOCE  ERAGRL E
BERREHE > ReEkm o8k " 28, > BEZEUARGE
SRR > A RIGEEE S - HEDAE RS A A B
R - JEEDERE A R - iR T BRI R EBES BE
R SRR R L A - AR AT AOR B B S U s HY SR S i
T JERRPERZ AR SR Es (REYERE - 4R - 2018) - HrEIAAR
A EASER T AEBIE T E AR A IR - BRI HEE
SEHIETR R R - (A AR A AR Bl hn & IR R IR
HE - IpErvsssi s ER MK E b FrEs P ERtlafE - £E
afam a4 W] (Rashidian et al., 2018) - E{EIHE ARG > HRE

<14 .
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MBI B4 - P EaSt | SAGE2 HAEIRIE - PR A Y
HBES  TpiE s mey £ - (EHEER - BEEUEsIE M - 59
{B#EHS B 2 A uhrYRE R (R4EEE - L4875 - 2018 5 Bell et al., 2017,
Rashidian et al., 2018; Nielsen & Ganter, 2017) -

RIS - PlaE kY T3 B A RCA I R AL
B RE S SR o B 2 WU RS R B RZ BB - (H E IR MM EIRY e H5 ]
B AR AN SR E G RR E Y R SRS (Bell et al., 2017;
Rashidian et al., 2018; Nielsen & Ganter, 2017 ) o /NG HFEZIAYAE 7 0] 4
I > AT BT R R B N A HAREIAY T BEetkd, -

(=) faid=g # 55

ANERAEBHEN 2R B Ry T B FBE R RS A 45 - TR T 1A
b RELTHREGFFR - SFEEBHH A ER - SEERA
EEER > pWEDTE - HE - BERE - ARG ERE (viable
coalition) ~ #t®&&({E (Karnani, 2014; Shultz & Holbrook, 1999) - £
o SEE S & OB AR RIS -

EER R R IV Z BT ER - BREF - (HEAFMAVIREIE
PREETERER - Bl gA A NGElE - DEIAGTER BREERT)
(Milinski, Semmann, & Krambeck, 2002) - ‘& AN#/D -~ GEE/E
8~ SRR RS - S EH AT IR (Shultz & Holbrook,
1999) - BETR/EAVNBUEZ L EEGE » BIEFEa B EAE
oo B TISEIETTTR - B EFE  BEE8ERES T » SIFNEAE
A5 EE R EIAGTETY] (Garrity, 2012) - GEEFELE KR
"BY BTEE,  MESNEEEEECEE R REEER -
ZANRECHEEEMA » AJLUSER S RNy - BeEsBii B G

.15 .
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fF » B ATE BRI - (02 - BRAIDATN T EE SRR
HARHTAP NS - B A IR B RS (Milinski et al., 2002) « 534p » ik

EMHVEERGABIRER SR - B OB SRINGEREE - HUAR
th A8y TSR, - BEEMAEAEIE 0 BCIBIREEE  ZEED
% wEREFEFEES(E (Barclay, 2004; Dawes, McTavish, &
Shaklee, 1977; Shultz & Holbrook, 1999) - =ik E=HHE (L ~ 1=
B~ EEE - REEESENEEE RS - flsss " HEEEs,
WERFEHA K B EIRGE CHEIARENR - FAE A E R
FIEFREIR - RER SR EBRAETRT - FOFRZ A nEE 2 Flzs
ALK EEE (Druzin, 2016) -

HasEAER - B (IREaffasA -~ BSIAalEkE) » —JiH
BB N T EHMMEE » FEIRFEER RN EFN—8& - (&ERR T HEE
ERT R EmMEEFM - TESIFAVERS S LEEERE T » s8bk &
EIHEREELET[E - ARG ERERRIEAT -

[R5 BT I SE VA (% RS ERR S LAV RIS m 2 S H A
MEENE - EERRES G - B BRI R e EE ? R E R AR AR
M - TR RS TR 2 A SR BT RS ER R B Ay R S A2 DR
WIS Bl - BRI ER(GT - o fEleSE FAWEER ST 0 4R
R SRS A e R BUA AR IR S H e M DURE Ll b
B M i A A AREIEETT Rl ? R R N7 = R
ERIAE SRR - i RS PR TEA Y A St SRR SRS Ry fer 2

<16«
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2 -HRALE

AWTFERE N AR RIS HACE B AL (50 FH (LB R R OB AR ~ Hr
I Re B H AN F o B S RINGENS > ST PR B RGO F S 5%
DURGHr B A A 2 P B 5 S AT R SR~ R B TR S, - (R IAR A
ERREIE SRR E

Ry T EIE EACERE > AHTZEE ARG S0E - DA T A R LG (52
HHEFHARE & - DR - S0 52 B E — A R LB (R
BTG o FITROARIGE « BN HREARERA T -
H > S5 R AFIIBEE R (MBERETL e BEE)
HES LA A RIS B E R - 5 fAeRVr B CE By
FIEBITZE T - SRR RATZE A (FREEE - 2014 5 B30
2018 ; FE4ELE - £4EF - 2018) -

AW GRS Iy A AR R R A R 5 (F Rl S A B B
EENNERNRE - R LNERR TS EE B85 T B THER
{EE CHYRER M ARAUTENAI(ERE ; (Rasmusen, 2007) - RlfasE Lk
R ERINERAGE - WEEgaRE - ME - BN © BILEae - M
JFAIES > TOREGE TN R BB - #EE)Z - BRI E
B DUS RIS R R SR AR SR > REES - REXR
AUBERE RIS T R s ) BT » IREHETRHIER & MR RIae

(BEeomiadd) ~ (BhkEg) - CRRREE) -~ (ERHRE) - &
MR IR A SAS DRI ¢ (REEReE) - (RELE) - (E
) o BERHEZIERE (FRET) ~ (HEVEW®) - (RTH
ae) - CZFE) -~ ORRHL) -

« 17 .
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To Be Or Not To Be?
The Media Tragedy of Attentional Commons on
Facebook

Victoria Y. Chen, Tse-min Lin i

ABSTRACT

The fact that news media distribute their content on Facebook in order to
reach more readers and to gain more traffic back to their websites sets up a
dilemma. This paper adopts the concept of the tragedy of the commons to
explain why news media are aware of the concern of losing control over their
content and their business, but still choose to stay on and to utilize Facebook.
This paper further explores the strategies that news media adopt when facing
this dilemma and investigates possible solutions to the tragedy of attentional
commons on Facebook.

The results herein show that the Facebook dilemma conforms to the
hypothesis of the tragedy of the commons. News media are indeed willing to
take the risk to partner with Facebook, because the benefit from providing
free content to Facebook outweighs the cost of doing so in the short run, but
not necessarily in the long run. For news publishers, sustainability is a much
more pressing issue than thinking of a strategy very far out into the future.
This paper argues that news publishers ignore the externality of partnering

with Facebook, and that the price news publishers are likely to pay covers the

Victoria Y. Chen is Assistant Professor at the Department of Communication &
Graduate Institute of Telecommunications, National Chung Cheng University, Chiayi,
Taiwan.

Tse-min Lin is Associate Professor of Government at the University of Texas at Austin.
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loss of news and economic autonomy, because when they build their business
on Facebook, if Facebook changes its rules, then these news publishers need
to change accordingly. In a sense, Facebook has the power to influence news
content.

Two contradictions arise from the tragedy of attentional commons on
Facebook.

1) News media cultivate their independence from Facebook by investing
into more content and interaction with users on Facebook. 2) Producing news
that only conforms to Facebook users’ interests based on an opaque algorithm
fails to override something that is important but not popular among users.
Overall, under the tragedy of attentional commons on Facebook, news media
and consumers are paying the price, because Facebook is the only

beneficiary.

Keywords: Facebook, journalism, news content, social media, the tragedy of

the commons
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