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Exploring the Chinese Ethnography for
 Communication Studies

Shih-min Chen’

ABSTRACT

Like a few other social sciences, the Chinese communication studjes is a
discipline imported from the Western world not long ago. Discussions on the
adaptation of this new discipline in the Chinese regions have been focusing
on issues of theory transplanting rather than issues relating to research
methods. This has long been regarded as the main thread of thought when a
foreign scholarship was brought home. It is fatal of all in this kind of
thinking because it accepts unknowingly the concept of ‘value-free in
research methods’ in scientism.

Some features can be identified in the above process. The Western
social theories were imported first. One of the recent conceptions is
‘indigenization’ of foreign thought. To many academicians this means
nothing more than striking a balance between theory and methods. Still,
there is a further cry calling for effort to explore indigenous methods of
research.

This paper examines issues of transplanting communication studies to
Chinese scholarship by regarding research methods as social constructions
laden with values of group cognitions and social thinking. The possibility of
‘rediscovering’ Chinese ethnography for communication studies is then

* Dr. Shih-min Chen is Professor at the Department of Communication Studies, Tzu-chi University,
Hualien, Taiwan,

«15.



- MMERE - R+ RIILF4A

discussed.

Keywords: Discipline, Indigenization, Indigenous Methodology, Chinese
Ethnography
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