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Digital Learning and New L.iteracies:
Potential Influences of E-readers on High School
Students

Yu-Chung Cheng”
ABSTRACT

‘Digital natives’ have grown up in the age of the Internet and digital
devices. Understanding how digital natives use e-readers and their reading
behavior are important for designing the next-generation of e-readers and
mobile devices. This study explores how the introduction of e-readers into
high schools influences student learning and daily activities. Because
mainstream curricula are based on paper textbooks, e-readers can only play a
limited role in classrooms as supplemental study aids. However, this study
shows that e-readers help students to develop mobile reading habits. E-
readers also encourage students to create new forms of digital content and
participate in peer-sharing activities. Thus, although e-readers have not
replaced traditional textbooks and curricular design, using e-readers promotes
the realization of new literacies.

Keywords: digital learning, e-reader, mobile reading, mobile communication,
new literacies, user experiences
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