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Taiwanese Entertainment Brokerage Practices and
China: An Alternative Political Economy
Theoretical Framework

Shu-Fei Chang”
ABSTRACT

During the second half of 2011, the State Administration of Radio, Film,
and Television issued an order to reduce TV entertainment. Relevant experts
expect that this will affect the Chinese broadcasting market. This order also
emphasize the vulnerability and uncertainty that Taiwanese entertainment
brokers face in the TV and cultural brokering fields. A significant
characteristic of Chinese society is that it is ruled by law, rather than by the
rule of law. This characteristic cultivates a blurred space for the competition
of different powers and a space for resisting power. This study combines
Western theory with Chinese concepts to develop a theoretical framework
consisting of Pierre Bourdieu’s political economy perspective, James Scott’s
notions of hidden transcripts, and the Chinese concept of guanxi. These
concepts are used to examine invisible control in the two fields, to show how
the weak use obedience and resistance in the negotiation processes and adopt
disguises to maximize benefits or minimize losses, and to analyze how actors
use guanxi to affect power relations in these fields.

Keywords: entertainment brokerage, field, hidden transcripts, guanxi
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