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Terror of Conspiracy:
The Interpretation of Communist Espionage News
in the Early 1950s

Shun-Shing Huang )

ABSTRACT

According to the communications ritual view, journalism provides more
than merely information, as it also represents cultural values. Based on this
view and utilizing social drama to view communist espionage news as media
rituals affecting social orders, this article analyzes communist espionage
news that appeared in Central Daily and News Weekly in the early 1950s,
looking at how and from what angles communist espionage was framed.
From those news articles, this article finds that communist spies were not
only regarded as traitors, but also judged through the lense of traditional
ethical values and differentiated as enemies by a simplified binary method of
good and evil. The government legitimatized the anti-communism advocacy
and led the citizenry to be fearful of and alienated from communist spies. The
ambience of horror and depression became unerasable collective memories
and nightmares of the people of that era, thus hindering later generations
from recognizing the historical truth and expecting the possibility of a

different future.

Keywords: white terror, media ritual, media event, social drama, communist

espionage

* Shun-Shing Huang is Associate Research Fellow at Cheng She-Wo Institute for Chinese
Journalism, Shun Hsin University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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