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An Audience Study on PTT Gossiping and
the Politics of Truth

Szuping L_in*
ABSTRACT

Through the audience research approach of in-depth interviews with
users of the internet PTT Gossiping forum, this papers employs the concept
of “politics of truth” to examine the “gossip” culture in the forum as well as
the operation of truth/power politics within it. User interviews provide
understandings of the meanings, operations, subject positions and social
practices of the forum and how they interact with power politics in society.
The gossip forum has expanded what gossip culture represents from
collective imagination to social practices, renewing the perspectives derived

from it, while engaging in a dialogue with the concept of politics of truth.

Keywords: PTT, PTT Gossiping, politics of truth, internet gossip, audience
study

* Szuping Lin is Associate Professor at the Department of Journalism in Shih Hsin
University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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