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“War” as a Sign in the Advertisements during

Japanese Occupation of Taiwan: Taking Taiwan
Jih Jih Hsin Pao 1937-1944 as an Example

Hsiu-hui Sun, I-fen Chen”

ABSTRACT

After the outbreak of the second Sino-Japanese War, Taiwan Governor-
General’s Office launched “Kominka Movement” echoing the national
polices of the Empire of Japan. Newspaper advertisements began to function
as a vital tool of propaganda in the wartime. Appropriating the theory of
pictorial semiotics, the present study analyzes how product advertisements of
Taiwan Jih Jih Hsin Pao (Taiwan Daily News) constructed the images of
“war” from 1937 to 1944. The present study finds that there are three
semiotic rules concerning the presentation of war images in advertisements.
First, most of the advertisements define consumption as an indispensable
element to practice patriotism. Second, the advertisements of Taiwan Jih
Jih Hsin Pao portray the ideal roles for different people at war and home
fronts. Third, advertisements with a theme of constructions in Northern China

tend to naturalize meanings of two opposite signs in pairs.

Keywords: commercial advertisements, Japanese Occupation Period,
Kominka Movement, Pictorial Semiotics, Taiwan Jih Jih Hsin

Pao, the second Sino-Japanese War, wartime propaganda

* Hsiu-hui Sun is Professor at the Department of Advertising, College of Communication,
National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan.
I-fen Chen is Fulbright Scholar, and independent researcher.
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