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Linsanity: The Media’s Representation of the
Anxiety of Taiwanese Nationalism and Sports

Ying Chiang, Tzu-Hsuan Chen”
ABSTRACT

On February 2012, Taiwanese-American Jeremy Lin’s dramatic
performance in the National Basketball Association ignited ‘“Linsanity”
across the United States and Taiwan. Delight and pride were felt among the
Taiwanese. However, there was a hidden and ineffable collective national
anxiety behind the phenomenon. We discuss the relationship between sports
and nationalism in Taiwanese society, especially regarding how Linsanity
became a vehicle for Taiwanese nationalism and its multiple implications. By
adopting critical discourse analyses for reviewing stories in Taiwanese
newspapers, including those from Apple Daily, The United Daily News, and
The China Times published from February 5, 2012 to March 31, 2012, we
discovered that, because of the country’s belated modernity and its colonial
past, a Taiwanese sportsman, Jeremy Lin, became a “national hero” without
“beating any foreign enemy,” and he “became one of them,” which is
different from the situation in most Western societies. Moreover, “Is Jeremy

Lin Taiwanese?” was the central topic of Linsanity in the discourses of the
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Taiwanese media, which triggered Taiwan’s diverse perspectives on identity,
and the interpretation and practice of nationalism through sports / physical
education.

Keywords: basketball, globalization, Jeremy Lin, nationalism, NBA
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