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De-NIMBYized Naive Liberalism and
Performative Writing of China’s Middle Class:
A Case Study of the July 2011 Train Accident

Changchang WU"
ABSTRACT

This article explores the challenges against the state-owned railway
system and, by extension, the entire Chinese political structure, mounted by
the Chinese middle class on the blogosphere in the aftermath of a devastating
train accident on July 23, 2011. The analysis underscores the pivotal “organic
intellectual” role of journalists, lawyers, and public intellectuals in
constructing the “class consciousness” and subjectivity of an anxious,
ambivalent, and insecure networked middle class in China’s rapidly
polarizing society. However, this “stand out” collective action of the Chinese
middle class was the result of several contingencies, and the apparent
uniformity of their speech acts concealed deep fissures. Moreover, the naive
liberalism and anti-statist sloganeering that underpin the majority of
microblog discourses eventually prevented any possibility of discussing and
advancing a concrete process for reforming China’s state-owned system and

democratizing Chinese politics.

Keywords: Liberalism, Micro-blog, Middle Class, Train Accident

* Changchang WU is Assistant Researcher at the Institute of Journalism, Shanghai
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