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The Self-Narrative of Ordinary People as Media
Discourse: Women’s Words and Voices in the
Women and Family Page of the United Daily

News

*

Yow-Jiun Wang
ABSTRACT

This article explores a collection of gender narratives and discourses
produced by ordinary women for the Women and Family page in the United
Daily News. Through observations, interviews, and discourse analysis, this
study shows that the narratives, which are based on participation and self-
disclosure, are constructed on sharing and equality, and that the women
writers tend to inspire empathy and supportive dialogues among each other.
Through self-narration and self-evaluation, these women allow themselves to

construct discourses on the female roles that they play.

Keywords: media discourse, personal story, self-narrative, women’s page

* Yow-Jiun Wang is Assistant Professor in the Department of Taiwanese Literature at
National Cheng Kung University.
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