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Cultural Flexible Accumulation Across the Taiwan
Strait in the Post-Cold War Period:
The Creative Trajectory of Taiwan’s Popular
Cultural Writer Chiungyao

Shao-Chun Cheng*

ABSTRACT

Only after 1980s when the Cold War period ended, the popular cultural
production started exchanging across the Taiwan Strait. During the post-
Cold War era, Chiungyao, a popular novelist, was an influential figure. She
not only had already been an established romance writer as well as film
maker and TV drama producer in Taiwan, but also became the first TV
producer who emboldened other Taiwan TV producers by accomplishing a
historical cross-strait TV co-production project. This ambitious move opened
the door of cross-strait co-productions. Through these popular cultural
exchanges, Chiungyao helped to introduce Taiwanese TV culture to China’s
unfledged TV industry. Chiungyao also utilized her Chinese diaspora identity
to help her hometown Hunan TV industry growing into a robust player in
today China’s TV landscape. Chiungyao realized how to utilize resources
in the cultural industry to build her unique ‘“author position.” This paper

primarily argues that Chiungyao’s creative trajectory deserves more serious

* Shao-Chun Cheng is Assistant Professor at the Deparment of Communication, Nan
Hua University, Chiayi, Taiwan.
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analyses, thus we will be able to learn much more about the cultural flexible

accumulation practices in the post-Cold War Taiwan and China.

Keywords: author position, Chiungyao, cross-strait co-production, flexible

accumulation, post-Cold War era
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