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The Analysis of Journalistic Field:
The Transformation of the Press in Taiwan after
World War I

Shun-Shing Huang"

ABSTRACT

This article analyzed the transformation of the journalistic field in
Taiwan by using Bourdieu’s field theory as the foundation. According to
the filed theory, the journalistic field can be presented in terms of its
economic and cultural capital and it is part of the cultural production field
with its own internal logics and rules. The impetus of the development
regarding the journalistic field in Taiwan not only comes from the pillaging
cultural and economic capital, it is as well coming from the struggling of the
symbolic capital between the established and newcomers. This study found
that the dilemma of the press in Taiwan is not entangled with political and
economic pressure, but comes from the lack of historical consciousness and

collective reflection of their self-situation.

Keywords: Journalistic Field, Taiwan Press, Field Theory, Symbolic Capital,

Patron-Client Press

* Shun-Shing Huang is an assistant researcher at Cheng She-Wo Institute for Chinese
Journalism in Shih-Hsin University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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