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The Rising of Media-Oriented Civil Society in
China: How Grassroot Voices Influence Policy
Agenda

Fanxu Zeng :

ABSTRACT

As the development of civil society in China, the policy-making process
of government is increasingly influenced by the rising grassroot voices. An
important phenomena is that many grassroot agendas built by NGO and ur-
ban residents, eventually turn into policy agendas. Using the theories about
media and public policy, this study threw light on the mediated mechanism of
social expression in a post-totalism state by probing into a series of grassroot
agendas. This study reveals that even though a mature civil society is not yet
formed in China, social groups and the public have engaged in public expres-
sion and interaction with the state through media agendas. There appears to

emerge what can be called a media-oriented civil society.

Kevywords: grassroot agenda, media, public policy, media-oriented civil

society

* Fanxu Zeng is an assistant professor in the Department of Journalism and Communica-
tion at Sun Yat-sen University, Guang Zhou.

+ 220 -



