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Producing Society, Media Presentation and
Opinion Expression:
An Approach to Public Issues Building in
Mainland China

Guiquan Xu"
ABSTRACT

Based on the text analysis of the newspaper coverage of health care
reform and interviews with commentary authors, this article is aimed to
examine the linkage of the social structure and media discourses production
in Mainland China within the framework of sociology of knowledge.
Through the analysis of the media’s function of public presentation and
expression of opinion, this paper attempts to rethink the China’s public
opinion studies at a theoretical level, that is, a duality of the relationship
between media and power networks, which includes emerging civic
discourses on the one hand and the party-state authoritarianism on the other

hand. In other words, China’s media production has an unclear vision.

Keywords: Producing society, Media presentation, Opinion expression
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