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Empowerment through Media Literacy:
From Interpersonal Discussion to Media
Participation Intention

Ye Lu & Zhongshi Guo”

ABSTRACT

The media literacy’s interest in media participation centers on the notion
of empowerment. This research investigates the impact of patterns of
interpersonal discussion and media use on media participation intention.
We also examine the role of media production knowledge and media
participation efficacy as mediators in the flow of influence. Data collected
from face-to-face interviews taken from a random sample of 600 Beijing
residents show that media production knowledge has little effect on media
participation intention. The media uses habits and interpersonal discussion
as a multi-dimensional concept exerts direct influence on efficacy and
behavioral intention, more so for reflective speakers than discussion
followers. However, the relationships are significantly reduced or even
eliminated after media efficacy is controlled.

Keywords: interpersonal discussion, media production knowledge, media
literacy, media participation efficacy, media participation
intention
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