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The Collision of the Internet Forum and the State
Apparatus: The “Publicity” Practice of Mainland
China’s Internet Forum from Three News Event

Yu-Li Wang”
ABSTRACT

The rise of new technology and the Internet has not only provided a new
communication tool and information platform for mainland China, but it also
brings many impacts and challenges upon the Chinese Communist Party’s
political control and policies of social participation. On the one hand, The
Chinese government encouraged Internet development. However, on the
other hand, it set up a firewall and tried to close down some deviant websites.
It shows the contradictions of the Chinese leaders towards the Internet
industry.

From the perspective of “publicity” practice in the Internet forum, this
study analyzed the public opinions posted on the Internet forums in the
following three news events, which were the “BMW car accident”, “the
arrest of the editors of the ‘Southern Metropolis Daily’”, and the “Anti-Japan
demonstration”.

The four findings are as follows: (1) the Internet forum provides the
function of “publicity” and offers more space for the discussion of public

* Dr. Yu-Li Wang is an Associate Professor at the Department of Mass Communication
in Chinese Culture University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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issues and access rights to its users; (2) the Internet forum inspires
participations and forms a new constructing meaning system; (3) the Internet
forum changes the traditional propaganda control; (4) and the Internet forum
has been interfered by the state apparatus. Moreover, there are two
phenomenon: the power elites play the role of opinion leaders in the Internet
forum, and the Internet forum has the strength to launch social mobilization.
Finally, the development of the Internet forum has created a collision
between the state apparatus and itself. As a result, the Internet forum
undermined the government media’s power of setting the agenda and
weakened the power of propaganda control.

Keywords: mass media in Mainland China, publicity, public sphere, state
apparatus, Internet forum
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