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Dialectic between Media Literacy
and Freedom of Speech

Weber H. W. Lai~

ABSTRACT

Taiwan’s Ministry of Education officially announced its “Media
Literacy Education Policy White Paper” on October 24, 2002. But while
vigorous progress has been made in the field, this study is quite limited in its
delineation of media literacy’s theoretical foundations; This leaves much
room for further discussions. In fact, there has been a lack of theoretical
literature covering media literacy studies in Taiwan. As this paper points to
the concept of a “healthy community” as its theoretical base, it is suggested
that the discussion of such media issues must be related to issues about the
concept of freedom of speech. Therefore, the primary purpose of this study
is to examine certain aspects of media literacy’s theoretical foundations by
analyzing the dialectic between media literacy and the freedom of speech.

Keywords: free market, freedom of speech, literacy, media, media literacy
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