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Audience’s Interpretation of the Theme of
“Religion” in a Movie: Research on Online Movie
Review of Life of Pi

Zi-Wei Song, Wen-Jie Zhou ’
ABSTRACT

Focusing upon the audience interpretation of the theme of “religion” in
Life of Pi by Ang lee, this study uses the case of online movie review in
Mtime and douban, by means of content analysis and text analysis, to
examine the research hypothesis: the different thinking pattern people carry,
and the emphasis on either of two stories Pi tells and scenes in this movie,
would lead to different thoughts of “religion”. Statistic results show that: 1.
The one who interprets this movie from the perspective of philosophy and
based on the first story Pi tells, tend to think “Faith is the good or inner
divine”; 2. Interpreting this movie in terms of social reality, is likely to
conclude that “It is not what you believe, but the faith itself that counts”; 3.
Focusing on the second story Pi tells has correlation with the idea that

“Religion is an illusion derived from survival desire”.

Keywords: content analysis, Life of Pi, online movie review, religion

* Zi-Wei Song is graduate student at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Dalian University of Technology.
Wen-Jie Zhou is Professor at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Dalian
University of Technology.
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