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Children in Rural Internet Café

— —Ethnographic Investigation on the Internet

Usage and Social Interaction of Left-behind
Children in Ou Town Hubei Province

Cheng-Yun Guan )
ABSTRACT

The paper that takes Ou Town in Hubei Province as a case, studies the
influence on the socialization of left-behind children after the intrusion of the
Internet café industry into rural areas by ethnographic investigation. This
study figures out a large number of migrant workers crowding into urban
areas left nothing but the hollowing-out in rural regions. Unfortunately, the
Internet café industry makes use of this chance to scramble for the children’s
market. Mentally immature left-behind children find it hard to resist the
temptation because of lack of self-control, so that they waste massive amount
of time and energy in the virtue world. Despite they have experienced the
"pleasure", and relieved from loneliness and boredom, their interaction
activities have also been involved in the online game industry chain. This
does not only exert impacts on the communication among people, but also on

the construction of social capital in their social interaction, which leads to the

* Cheng-Yun Guan is Lecturer at School of Journalism and Communication, Shaanxi
Normal University, Xi’an, China.
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disadvantaged accumulation of social capital. The group affected by the
network, inadvertently learns at school and drops out one after another,

ending up in their flow-life work from one city to another.

Keywords: left-behind children, rural Internet café, social interaction, social

capital
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